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CERTAINTY 
CHRISTIANITY 


Without PorEeRy: 


OR, 
Whether 


| 


the Catholick-' 


| Proteſtant, or the Papilt have 
the Surer Faith. 


—_ - —— ——  — 


Being an Anſwer to one of the oft 
canted Queſtions and Challenges of the 
Papiſts, tent to one who deſired this. 


| Publiſhed to dire the unskilfu], how = 
| defend their faith againſt Papiſts and Infi- 
| 
| ofthe Devil , that by ſaving their Faith, they | 
may ſave their Holineſs, their Comfort and | 
their Souls. 


By Richard Baxter, x 
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TO THE 


Proteſtant Reader. 


wb I is for your Reading, 

2 þ 4 2 and not for the Pap its 

chiefly rhart 1 "Llif, 

1,71 this, thor: k- hatty 
_ writing. For I may 

probably prognoſticate of them , 

1. That the lay men will nor, mull 
not read it ; 2. That the Prieſts, will 
not read it wich any impartiality, AS 
Lovers of Truth ; 3. That whar they 
cannot anſwer they will ſilently dil- 
ſemble, or if any meddle with it , 
they a either take {ome (crap = 
leave the reſt; or they will 1pend 
Paper in cavilling at my 40.Reaſons 

A 2 againſt 


To the Proteſtant Reader. 


againſt them, becauſe, leſtI be tedi- 


ous, | have not improved them by 
SyNogittical form and full confir- 
mation , and they will put off the 
tull an{weis already given them in 
the former Books to which I refer 
them, without a Reply: And they 
will pals by the ſtrength of what 
they medale with. 4.And whenl am 
dead, they will patch up ſome con- 
hdent antvwer to lome of my Books 
(as vain as Mr. 7 obnſon, aliasTerret : 
hath done to one,) and will borrow 


lome lies, trom the writings of 


foie againſt me that are of the {ame 
{pirit with them, wherewith to re- 
proach my Name, ,which ſhall be 
inſtead of an aniwer ro my Books. 
The Antwcr to their preſent 
Queſtion I have already fullier gj- 


ven them, 1.1n my Reaſons of the 


(hriſttan Religim, 2. And 1g my 


Afore Rea! 0721S, 2.311 my 70 of Fa:th, 
Parr 2.4.'n my Safe Reliown ihrough- 
GLiT 
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To [ he Prot eſt ant Reader. 

out, rn aun Diſp. 3. 5. In my 
Key for Catholicks. 6. In my Preface 
ro the 2. Part of the Saints Reſt. And 
none of them that I know ot are an- 
lwered; Bur they cant over and 
over the lame thing, and rempr or 
neceſſitate us chereby to write over 
and overtne {ame thing, tothe wea- 

rying of the Readers, whilechey [1- 
enly difiemble all. 

Bur the end of this writing is, to 
tell young unſtudied perions, on 
what terms, and in what order they 
muſt deal with this great Queſtion , 
and defend the foundarions of their 
taith, againſt Infidels, Papiſts , and 
the Devil himſelf, wells will orc 4l- 
lault us with greater craft and force, 
than Papiſts or Infidels can do. Rea- 
der, itudy it well, till thy foul 1s 
clown and well confirmed : For the 
Keeping Or Loſing of this Fort, is the 
Keeping or Lolns; of thy Religion, 
ty Comfort, and thy {oul. 

A? This 
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T his following Paper was fent 


me from an unknown perſon in 
a Letter, which had thele words. 


M—— 


CO eee eg "Rs 


3%] Ks 


He buſineſs of this Paper 15 to beg 
a favour of you, of a publick 
nature — an Anſwer to the tte 

cloſed Paper, which was ſent me from a 

friend of mie who 15 a Papiſt , with an 

earneſt defire that I would procure it to be 
anſwered. 'The reſolution of which would 
be of uſe to 15 both in the things m Cone 
troverſie between us — I cannot but won- 
aer at the confidence of this deluded people, 
who though they are ſo often agam and 
igaln Tearnedly and Religionſly writ 
A 4 _ avani 


agamſt , yet they can with as great Conf - 
cd and boaſting challenge and dare the 


Mimiſters of Truth to encounter and an- 
{wer them , in ſuch kind of Papers , as 
if thur tonets had never been refuted at 
_ all: nd Lhotigh i have referred my friend 
to your Tooks, that will not ſatisfie ; but 
he dath as it were Galiah-like bid deft- 
ance to ot Mumiſters , telling me that if 


any ie / o þ "ardy, let them an{wer his Pa- 
Pc 1. 


The Paper followeth. 


All 


 ILLIT LLLap LLSTLPLADS 
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LL who call themſelves 
A Chriſtians are agreed in this 
principle. 

That every Revelation of God, 
or whatſoever God ſays 1s moſt cer- 
rainly true in the {enle wherein he 
intends it. 

And this is a matter of right on 
Gods part, to have this granted. 

Bur all Chriſtians do not agree ; 
and it is the ſole point wherein 
Chriſtians differ : 

Whether God hath Revealed or 
aid what is propoſed to us as his 
Revelation : Or as the ſenſe intend- 
ed by him by that which they all 
agreeto be his Revelation. | 

And this is purely martter of Fact, 
( Viz, ) 1. Whether leveral Books af- 
nrmed and propoſed tous as the Re- 

velations 


velations of Crod be truly ſo. For 
Inſtance, the Old Teſtament afftirm- 
ed by ſome to be,and propoſed as the 
Revelations of God, are denied by 
the YValentimans and the Manichees. 
The Golpels of St. Mark, St. Luke, 
St. John, and all St. Pauls Epiſtles, 
propoſed by ſome Chriſtians as the 
Revelations of (rod, are denied by 
others, namely by the Ebtonites. So 
lIikewile ſeveral parties agreeing {e- 
veral Books to be Scripture and the 
Revelation of (rod, do notwith- 
Landing differ rouching the Copies, 
and touching the Tranſlations 
Some afhrming one Copie to be 
true, and one Tranſlationto be true, 
whilſt others exprelly ſay, that Co- 
py is falle, and that Tranſlation 
talle, * And Laſtly, ſeveral parries 
agrecing the Books to be Scripture, 
the Copicstrue,and the Tranflations 
rue, and to be the Revelation c| 
God, donevyerthelcts differ toxching 

ene 


the ſenſe , each party delivering a 
particular ſenſe of ſuch a Text, and 
propoſing luch ſenſe,as the ſenſe,and 
the only ſenſe Revealed by God, to 
be intended by God by that Text, 
and each propoſed ſenſe being con- 
trary to the other. 

Ic is clear in any difference ariſing 
rouching matter of Fact, there can 
only be one party which can have 
the true Faith touching thar matter , 
for it is impoſſible one thing can be 
a Revelation of God and no Revela- 
tion of God : That one Copy, or 
one "Tranſlation, or one Senle can 
be true and not true. 

It is now enquired whether 
Chriſt hath ſerled any principle or 
medium in the world : And whar 
principle or medium it is which 
Chriſt hath ſerled in the world, for 
the determining of matters of Fact 
of this nature. By which Unity in 
Faith may be conſerved, and Chri- 


{tians 


ſtians may with certainty know 
what is a true Revelation of God, 
which a true Copy of ſuch true Re- 
velation, which a true Tranſlation 
of {ſuch true Copy, and what the 
rrue fenie thereof, that Chriſtians 
may not be carried about with eve- 
ry wind of Doctrine. 

The lolution of this is deſired to 
be by fixed and l[olid principles, and 
not by tedious diſcourſes; for the 
Narure of the thing requires that 
there be a firm Principle fſerled 
among Men, tor the final determi- 
ning of matters of Fact. 
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THE 


CONTENTS. 


T He Papiſts Queſtion to which an Anſwer want 
challenged. 


CHAPEL 


Of the Duality of this Queſtion and Challenge: 
"6 


CHhHAF. EL 


The Explication »f ſome Termsinit, A Scheme 

of Divine Revelations. What matter of Fait 

25 ? Of ſeveral ſenjes and forts of Certaity : 

of Principles ; Media : Determinations ; Unity 

| of Faith. Pe F» 


CHAP.ITEL 


The briefeſt and ſummary Anſwer to the Confu- 
led Queſtion. 13; 


ERAY. 


1 he Contents. 


CHAT iv. 


The many Queſtions confounded . in hs one. 


 Quelt. 1. What are the Revelations of God in 


_ comtroverſie, Mp. 22. 
CHAP. 
Queſt. I 1. Woetrer the Papiſis grant all Divine 
Revelations to be true. SZ P 
CHAD. VI. 


ueſt. IT I. What Certainty we have what 15 a 
real Revelation of God ? Where the Nature and 


Concutins of Objcttive and Sub, ettive , Senſible 
and Inicligible C ertarnty are opened : p Ps 3O. 


CRAP. V Il, 


Queft IV. What Cc PENN hate we of the Co- 
pores P+ 43: 


CRAP. VIEL 
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Quet V. iVoit Certainty nave we of the Canoni- 


Cai [ Buot AS P. 45+ 
Queſt. VI. Wi... ..-. y bave we of the truth 
of Tranſlation. * 7” Do 45 


CHAP, 


The Contents. 


CHAP. X. 
Queft. V LL. What Certainty have we of the true 
ſenſe of the Text. D: St 
CHAP. L 


Queſt. V 111. What Unity of Faith may be ex- 
petted ro be conſerved,by theſe Certainties. p. 54+ 
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.. Queſt. I X. What Determination 5s neceſſgry ro this 
Certainty and Unity. © P. $7. 


CHAF.AFIE 


What the Papiſts aſcertaining Medium or Deter- 
mination\s, and why we cannot truſt our ſouls on 
it ; Where are fourty Reaſons briefly named, for 
the uſe of them that ſeek, for Truth, proving not 
only the utter uncertainty, but the_notorious fal- 
ſhood of this Determination which is cried up as 
the only proof of Certain faith, ( But I doubt not 
but many Papiſts that fear God indeed, do pratti- 
cally build their faith on better ground, however 
this be cried up by Diſputers ). P- 60. 


-” CHAP. 


ERRATA. 


Page 23. line 21. read bulk. P. 47.1. 7.r.did, 
but. P- 64+ 1. 16. r, by Clemens, p. 98.1. 18r. 
Syperiour. p. 107.1. 2. r, Cenainty. P. 109. 
l. 9. r. be )1s. 
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S.1. 26M OU way ice by this 
22} Paper, with the ordi- 
L/ nary diſputing of this 
ZZ fort of men, that itis 
Arn not without cauſe thar 
4 we have ſuſpected the. 
hand of the Papiſts in many of the defences 
of the Infidel cauſe, and queſtionings of the 
{oundations of the Chriſtian faith , which 
this age is troubled with. They have fo 
long plaid the Infidels in jeaſt, till they have 
inade {uch a {warm of ſerious Infidels, as will 
prove neither the honour nor comfort of ſuch 
ſecucers inthe end, I know that this Paper 
it {elf hath a more modeſt a{pc&, but the 
I rencencie 


(2) 
tendencie of it 18 the ſame as of the reſt- 
But I hope God will turn all their endeavours 
to Our advantage, and teach Chriſtians bet- 
better to conſider the foundations of their 
faith ; that they may not only be able to de- 
fend it againſt an Infidel or Papiſt ; bur, 
which is of more univerſal and frequent ne- 
ccſſity, to defend it againſt the inward ſug- 
gcſtions of Satan , the enemy of Chriſt and 
us, 

F.2. Therefore I think it moſt profitable 
to anſwer this Queſtion in ſuch a manner as 
ſhall rend not only to filence the Caviller, but 
as may beſt fatistce ſuch as doubt, and ſta- 
blith men about the caule it {elf ; and there- 
fore t9 be larger, than this Impoſer defireth, 
chat I may be plain. 

6. 3. The fraud which this Quzriſt is guil- 
ty of is manifold, and manifeſt ro any diſcern- 
ing Reader. rt. In the choice of his ſub- 
ject : For he knoweth (for ir's caſily known, ) 
that it hath not pleaſed God to make the 
myſteries of our faith ſo evident, as things 
ſcnſibleare, and that the difficulties which 
are in and about the Chriſtian cauſe, are 
ſuch, as give advantage to carnal unbelic- 
vers,to find many words to ſay againſt it; and 
that maketh it the hardeſt work of Preachers, 
to convince unbelievers : or elſe the Goſpel 
had bcen received by more than the ſixth 

part 


TT. (3) 


part of the world, before this day, Now 
theſe juglers would lay all the difficulties 
which are in the Chriſtian cauſe as ſuch, upon 
the Keformers caule alone, as it all this were 
nothing to them, but the cauſe of Popery 
were wholly free from them, or at leaſt, 
they could anſwer ſuch queſtions better than 
wecan do. And ſo when ſuch a tellow as 
Hobbs, or Benedid}u5 Spinoſa in his TraGatws 
Theologico-politicus, ſhall ſtretch their wits 
to diſgrace the Scripture and the Chriſtian 
cauſe, all this ſhall ſeem only to fall upon the 
Proteſtants ; whereas if we could not better 
defend Chriſtianity than the preſent princi- 
ples of Popery enable them to do,we mult con- 
feſs that the Infidel were far hardlier anſwered 
than any Sectary that we have to deal with. 

6. 4. 2. Andhis next fraud lieth in caſt- 
ing all the poſitive defcnce and proot on us, 
that he may have nothing to do but aſlaulr 
Religion, and manage the Intidels objeCtions 
againſt us. He offercth nor to tell you him- 
felt, what their uniting certainty of Divine 
Revelations is, and to make it good, but to 
put yox upon the proving task. 

$.5.3. And his fraud is evident in the aulti- 
tude of Dueſtions which he thruſterh #ogether 
Into oe , Which any man of wit knoweth can- 
not have oze anſwer ; but muſt have many as 
the Queſtions arc 77any. 
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$.6. 4. And yet he will oblige the An- 
ſwerer to avoid | tedzows diſcourſes | that io 
if his many queſtions have not one ſhort an- 
ſwer , he may have the evading pretence, 
that 1t 3s a tediows diſcourſe. 

$.7. 5. Andtheeisevident fraud in his 
ambiguous terms 3 As his oppoſing matter of 
fad only to zratter of right, and ſo making 
many heterogencals to fall under matter of 
fact ; His confuſed and unexplained uſe of 
the terms | Principle, Medinm , determi- 
nining, Certainty, Unity in faith , &C.] 

$. 8. 6. Laſtly, There is much fraud in his 
many in{inuared {uppoſitions ; As, I. Thar 
the Truth of this propoſition that Whatſoever 
God ſaith is true, &c. iSa matter of mccr 
rieht, as diſtin from the reſt mentioned as 
matters of fa&t : 2. That the ſenſe of the 
words is 4 matter of fa as the truth of then 
is not. 3. That Papiſts agree with us 
that every Revelation of God is moſt certain- 
ly true. 4. Thatthe Ebionites, Valentini- 
ans, &c. who queſtioned the Scripture books 
vere Chriſtians 5. That theſe marters 
have here a final determination. 6. "That 
this is nccellary to Certainty and Unity 
in the faith, By all which it appcarcth thar 
this Queſtion is intended, or uſcd ar leaſt, as 
a Soal-trap, anda Fool-irep. 


CHAP. 


Cray, II. 
The Explication of ſome Terms. 


6, I, Hat he may be latisfacorily an- 

{wered, theſe Terms mult be ne- 
ceſlarily explained, and diſtinguithed of, 
I. Revelation, 2. Matter of fa&, 3. Cer- 
rainty, 4. Principle, 5. Medium, 6. Deter- 
mining, 7. Unity in faith, 


6. 2. I, Either hetaketh Revelation gene- 
rally, as containing »ataral and ſupernatural 
Revelation, 2. Or ſpecially for ſupernatural 
Revelation only : Becauſe he diſtinguiſheth 
not, we muſt ſuppolc him to take it Generally - 
Bur you will underſtand the mater the bctter 
if I diſtinguiſh of Revelation, 
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, IL. Aitter of fa, is a phraſe ſomc- 
time aſh {9 largcly as to {1gnihe the Reality 
of any Being, h 1t is exiſtent as {uch. Bur 
ordinarily it Hignifierh {ometning g pradiſed Or 
| 
done as ſuch : Tf he here rake it in the firſt 
ſenie, then the wverzry of tnis propoſition 
Z 1/batſoever God ſaith 3s True | iS AS much 
#2 4iter of fad as the ſence of that Propoſition. 
Burt if he mean the later, ncither of them is 
matter of fact, And yet he faith that the 
{aid Propofition 1s m: TY of Rioht, As if 
the Truth of a Propofition, and Gods Right 
to bc bclieved, were formally the ſame. And 
yer he faith char the ſenſe is matter of fact, 


6.4.T TI. Theword Certainty is very am- 
biguous: Leſt he complain of ncedleſs diſtin- 
«tion, I will only remember you, I. That as 
{is Ccrtainty is Objefive and Swubjedive, 10 it is 
i te 0bjeTive Certainty that we have here to 
; enquire of : But fo as it is the means of $16- 
jective Certainty, Put withal to remember 
chat to Subjective doing (that we our 
telves may be ture) there 1s need of much 
more than Objective Certainty , wiz. that 
| tie toul and facultics be, 1, Rightly dilpoſed : 
|| 2, Anddul y excited and applicd, EX. 

\ -$ Of DICCLLVE Rwy muſt note, 
8 that tne word 1s ſfoinetimes taken for meer 
Ferity 


(9) 


«rity and Reabity, Ando the word [ In- 
{allible ] is uſed, for that which werzly is, and 
wholoever apprchendcth it ſo to be, is not de- 
ceived. Ando all Trath is Certain and In- 


re allible Truth, Put uſually betides Truth, the 


word Certainty, ( and infallibility, ) deno- 
ceth the evzdence of that "Truth, by which 
itis (not alwaies actually, bur) aptituinal- 
ly notified tO us. | 

This evidence is cither ſenſible, or Intelii- 


oible, as the ſenſeor the znte//eft is to be the 


perceiver of it. 

Whe'c you mult diſtinguith the Phyſical 
Evicencc of the "Thing or Incomplex Ob- 
jet , 19m the T.ogical Evidence of Com- 
plex Objects. And here between the Evi- 
cience of telf-cyident Principles, and of Con- 
cluttons whoſe Evidence is derivative. 

Bur eſpecially you muſt note wherein it is 
that certainty of Intclligible evidence for- 
mally conſiſteth , which is in a certain de- 


gree of evidence: And I. It is not cvery 


low degree: For though all Truth be equal- 
ly Truth, and infallible, fo that no man is 
deccived that receiveth it: yet weuſe not to 
call that Certaimty of evidence which is apt 
only to give them {ome dark probability, and 
leave the wind in heſitant doubtfulnels, 
2. And yetit is not only that degree of evi- 
dence (which muſt help us to a _perfe@ ap- 

prehenſiorr. 
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prehexſion, which is to be called Certainty - 
For then no man ſhould be certain in this 
world. For no man hath ſuch a degree of 
apprehenſion , bur more may be added ro 


the clearneſs of it, 3. Therefore certainty 


muſt be denominated from a middle degree; 
which is, when the evidence is not only 
True ( for the confidenteſt apprehenſion of a 
fal[hood is no certainty,) but alſo ſo Clear as 
1S apt to give a ſatisfying, aweting, reſol- 
ving apprehenſeon to the mind, yea though 
it ſhould be ſometimes moleſted with ſome 
doubts. 4. And therefore ſeeing ſuch or 
none is our certaznty here, it followeth that 
Certainty hath divers degrees, as the ſatis- 


faTtion of the mind is more or left: And 


chat we are not equally certain of all thar 
we are certain of, You will find nece(- 
fary uſe of theſe diſtinctions about this con- 
rrover{ic, 


6.5. IV. And what he meaneth by 


[ Principle ] 1 know not. 1. There is a 


Phyſical or Hyperphyſical Principle of Be- 
z7ng, and there is a natural principle of z0t;- 
fication, and there is a Logical principle of 
xotification., 1. Our zutelleFive faculties 
are the natural _— principle, 2.,The 
ſpirit of God is t 

ple of Influx, 3. The intrinſfick and adhe- 


e ſupream moving princ:- 


rence 


Cx 


rent evidence of the thing in it ſelf, is the 
natural notifying principle : which is as va- 
rious as things arc. 4. The Premiſes as in- 
ferring the concluſion are the Logzcal Princi- 
ples of derivative certainty. 


6. 6. V. And I ſcarce know what he 
meanecth by [| Mediam ] he ſeemeth to take 
it for the ſame with ( Prizczple]. There 
are media efſendi which I ſuppoſe he mean- 
ethnot ( means to make us Articles of faith, 


- orto make them True) ; but rather the we- 


dia cognoſcendi - But thele are necellarily 
more than one. 1. There are the wzedia by 
which we hear the word and receive the Bi- 
ble as it is, 2. There are the wedia by 
which we come to underſtand the ſenſe 
of the words. 3. Thereare the media by 
which we know the difference between the 
ſeveral parts of the Book, the more certain 
and the more doubtful, and the different co- 
pies and readings, and the different tranſla- 
tions. 4. There are the medza by which we 
knoay that theſe Dodtrines and theſe Books 
are the ſame which were delivered to thc 
Churches by the Apoſtles, &c. 5. There 
are the media by which we know that Mira- 
cles were wrought by Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
and other Chriſtians in confirmation of rhe 
Golpcl. 6. And there are the media by 
| EM» which 
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which we know that this Goſpel and theſe 
Books are true. And all theſe are not to be 
contounded, by the {1mple pretence of calling 
tor a hxed medinm or principle. 


£.7, VI. [| Determining | ſignifieth &i- 
ther the private deciſion or determining of 
doubrs in tne #inds of particular perſons ; 
or clic the pxblick decition of doubts as they 
are managed in the Church , by a publick 
fudge, And this cither as binding mens 
Conlciences or Minds what to belicve , or 
only as ruling their rongues, cnd actions, in 
teaching and converſation. 


$.8. VII. By [| Unity in faith | is 
meant either unity ina gereral fa; (which 
thev call Izplcite,) orina particalar ( ex- 


plicite ) faith : Andthat is cither a unity in 


all the eſſentials of Chriſtianity, or alſo in 
all che Integrals, or alſo in all the acciden- 
tals which are revealed by God, And it is 
cither a ſecret unity of 2zxds, or a publick 
#nity tor communion that is meant. 

It he think any of theſe diſtin&tions necd- 
leſs, let him prove it and then caſt them by. 
I am {ure confuſion is fit to deceive, but not 
ro edifice, 


CHAP, 
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Cnar. Ht 


The rude and ſummary anſwer to the 


confuſed Queſtion. 


S. 1. Þ Eft che Queriſt thould pretend thar 

$ by diſtinguiſhing I avoid a plain 
and direct anſwer to his Queſtion , I will 
here. firſt iuppoie him to be as rude and con- 
tuſcd as his Queſtion would imply, and give 
him ſuch an aniwer as it will bear. But 
{0 as that it cannot be ſatisfactory to a diſtin- 
ouiſhing underſtanding, for whom therefore 
I ſhall afterward anſwer more diſtin&ly. 

S. 2, I cannot anſwer with common ſenſe 
in 4 narrower compals than by diſtinguiſhing 
tncte Queſtions: 1. How know I the words 
and Bible 2 2.How know I that this Doctrine 
and Book is the fame, which was delivered 
by the Apoſtles to the Churches? 3. How 
know I the meaning of the-words? 4. How 
know I that thxs Doctrine and theſe words are 
of God, ( ora Divine Revelation )* 5. How 
Know I that rhcy arc true © 
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S. 3. I. To the firſt Queſtion I anſwer, 
that I know that I hear and read the words. 
and that this Bible containcth in ir all irs vi- 
{ible contents, by my ſenſe (my fight and 
hearing) and my intellective perception of 
things tenſible. And though this be a prin- 
ciple in which the Papiſts agree not with us, 
I am never the more in doubt, whether I ſee 
and hear the words. 


S$. 4. IT. Tothe ſecond, I know that this 
Dottrine and Book is the ſame which by the 
Apoſtles were delivered to the Churches, by 
Iotallible Romy , not {uch as dependeth on 
the honeſty of the ſpeakers only, and ſo be- 
getteth but a humane faich ; much leſs ſuch 
as depends on the bare Authority of the Kino 
of Kome and his narrow ſelfith {ect or party 
and Kingdom ; but byſuch Hiſtory as hath 
a certainty in it from ataral primciples, by 
which we prove it impoſſible that there 
thould be deceit ; there being fo full a con- 
currence of all forts of Chriſtians, and enc- 
mics allo, and infallible circumſtantial evi- 
dence. Even asI know that there was ſuch a 
man at Rome as Gregory 1. and Gregory 7. 
and ſuch perſons in Ergland, as Henry $8. 
King Fdward 5. Queen ary. Queen Fl;z.2- 
beth, &c. And as I know that our Statute 

” Books 
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Books are not counterfeit : And as your Do- 
ctors know that the Ads and Decrees of 
Councils, the Works of Be//armine., Baroni- 
#5, &C. are not counterfeit: which is not be- 
cauſe the Pope or a General Council faith 
{o, but by rational evidence of certain Hi- 
ſtory, which leaveth not mens minds in 
doubt. | 

S. 5. But I am not equally certain of ſome 
queſtioned Books, or Readings, (no nor of 
the ſenſe of ſome difficult words) as I am of 
all the reſt, which being more evident are , 
more palt controverſie. 
} 
' $.6. III. I know the meaning of the 
words (ſpoken or written) as you know 
the meaning of a man that talketh with you, 
or of any other writings, as of your Coun- 
cils, Decretals, Maſs-book, Be//armine, &c. 
that is, by the ſignificance of ſuch words by 
humane uſage from thoſe daies till now, 
which Lexicons, Books, and tuccefiive' pra- 
ctice fully prove. 

$. 7. But there are plain paſſages in Scri- 
pture which I underſtand certainly, ( not be- 
cauſe the Pope ſaith This is the meaning : ) 
Such are all the effentials of Chriſtianity and 
abundance more. And there are difhcult paſ- 
faces which I am not certain of the ſeaſe 
or. . 

od 3, 
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6. 8, IV. I know that this DoGrize and 
the Bible containing it as ſuch, are of God, 
( or are his word, ) by the ſpirit atteſting and 
tealing it ; not in the fanarick ſenſe, as they 


O : 3 
think they have an inward impulſe per{wa- 


_ dings them that ſo it is; (as ſome Papiſts 


think the Pope and Councils know that to be 
of God which they decree, by Prophetical 
Inſpiration :) Bur, 1. As to the Goſpel, the 
ſpirit atteſted ir by antccedent Propheltc. 
2. The image of Gods Power, Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs imprintedon the Scripture, is irs c(- 
{ential conſtitutive evidence, being unimita- 
ble by meer man, and that which is its in- 
trinſick {elf cvidencing light : ſo thar a ſpiri- 
tual well diſpoled foul, may from a ſenfi- 
blene(s, taſt that it is Gods word; it a Bible 
had come to them by chance and they had ne- 
ver heard of it before. I lay that they ray 
do ſo, if you can ſuppoie them ſpiritually 
diſpoſed before : But it not, yet they may 
ftrongly tuſpect that it is Gods word, when 
they read that it athrmeth it {elf tobe tf, and 
that the image of God upon it is {o clear. 
3. Hut the Concomitant Evidence of the [pr- 
7it maketh up the proot, in the miracles of 
Chriſts Life , Eeſurrettion and afceniion ; 
and in the miracles of Apoities and primi-— 
tive Chriſtians, abroad the world by which 


FY 


cfteted 


the Goſpel was fully ſcaied, 4. Ana the 
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effeted ſubſequent evidence of the ſpirit com- 
pleateth all the evidence; which is the ſpi- 
rit of holineſs given by the means of this 
ſame word to all true {erious Believers in the 
worldin all ages and nations: which Holineſs 


' is the Image of God himſelf, and is ſuch a 


gift as none but God can give, and as 
God would not give by a Doctrine, which - 
he abhorreth as a lie. Therefore, 1. It wit- 
nefleth objectively as an evidence ; 2. And 
it witncſſeth effe&zvely , by inclining che 
heart to taſt and cloſe with and receive the 
Tan Aoyoy *uguloy the innaturalized word ; as 
life and health cauſe a fnan to know ſuicable 
food, by a guſt which proceedeth from a 
ſuitable nature; ſo is it in the new nature 
and the ſincere milk of the word. And in- 
decd though the intellect be the proper ap- 
prehender of Truth as ſuch ſ#o modo, yet the 
will is quedam natura, and hath a natural 
propenſity to Goodas Good, which is natural 
to it, and isthe pondaws motunm inthe ratio- 
nal ſoul: And it is not an #rrverſal notior, or 
»othing under the name of good which it 
thus inclineth to; but exiſtent good, in ſome 
being that is, Unum, Verum, Bonum, as Ra- 
daand other Scotiſts wellprove. And there- 


fore it hath zeceſſary wolitioms (as of its 


own felicity, &c.) which yer are free, and 


not meerly per modum nature, though na- 
| C cural 
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tural as being ex ſua natura. | 
An3 this three or fourſold witneſs or at- 
ceſtation of the ſpirit, ( ſometime Antece- 
dent , alwaics Conſtitutive, Concomitant , 
and ſubſequent ) though a holy foul thar is 
ſuited to it, and hath the witneſs in it ſelf 
may moſt fully and certainly diicern, yet ano- 
ther alſo may dilcern ; The Miracles being 
Intelligible atteſtations to them, and che 
beauty of Wiſdom and Holineſs in the Scrip- 
ture and in the Sainrs being refulgent and 
diſcernable by a ſtander by, though not as 
by a poſleſlor. 
 $.9, ButLhave not an equal Certainty of | 
all the parts of ir, that they are the word 
of God. becaute, 1. All the Books, Texts 
and Readings are not brought to me with 
equal hiſtorical Evidence. 2. And there 
are abundance of paſlages in it which are bur 
Accidental to the Chriſtian Religion which 
have not the fame ſelf-cvidencing luſter in 
them as the Eflentials have. And there is 
no Neceflity of an equal knowledge of the 
parts. ” 
6. 10. The parts which I am fully Certaim 
of in the Scripture are, I. All the Eſſentials 
of the Chriſtian Religion ; Becaulc, 1. They 
are dclivercd in Scripture frequently, plainly, 
paſt all 61616 þ of which 1 will cite 


your teſtimonics anon. 2. Becaule they | 
were | 


\ 
\ 


inthe Crced, Lords Prayer and Decalogue,mor 


_ andby themſelves) are fuller than one. ;,; ,dduws: 


will by better means. Bur God is perfe& in 


(amy 45% 7 rp ſet frona (RE 
41.99-poft pypiond (av - 
( I9) An: ls. 

were as certainly delivered to all Chriſtian ns 
and Churches in the whole world diſtin&# ? os 
ly by themſelves, { trelve years beſore any 
of they ew Teſtament was written, a 29 
above threeſcore and ten years before all of/ "> o 
it was written, even in the Covenant of: CA; 
Baptiſm, renewed in the Lords Supper, andmn. G5. 


———— 


which are the expoſition of the Covenants,tmm 6 
profeſſed by all Chriſtians, in all Chriſtian Zo. 
Churches at every ſacred meeting. And 4a 


theſe two waies of Tradition (in Scripture” 


l 


2. Andall the reſt of the holy Scriptures, JJ} 


in which the full concord of Copies, and cheZaxhy ; 
gn fo- 
= no 


plainneſs of the words doth-leave no room for 
Kam wy Eaang the scrgpt 
(Ka 104 quit farnin mowur fe 
S. IT. V. I know that all this word is, 0 
True, becauſe Godis True, ( verax, ) and ernI4 
is impoſſible for him to lie. For whoever® 


lieth, muſt want either Wi/dggz, to know 
what to ſay, or Goodzeff to.Love Truth, or 


Power to make good his word, and attain his 


rational doubting. 


all theſe. Which you teem to grant us. 

s. I2, That all things neceſſary to Salva- 
tion have been delivered by the Apoſtles to 
the Churches two waies, as by two hands, 
viz, Diſtintly by word of mouth , and in 

C 2 the 
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lhe Bible, is our Doctrine. That more than 
all in the Bible hath been delivered by word 
Of mouth, and this as neceſlary to the Salva- ' 
tion of ſome men (1 know. not whom, who 
have no more wit than to create neceſlity 
to themſelves, ) is your Doctrine. But ye 
your famouſeſt contentious Doctors confeſs 
that all things commonly neceſſary to Salva- 
tion are plainly exprefled in the holy Scri- 
Ptures. 
Concil. Baſil, Orat. Ragul. Bin. pag. 299. 
[ The holy Scripture in the literal ſenſe, 
Joundly and well underſtood, is the Infallible, 
and moſt ſufficient Rule of faith.) 
Bellarm. de werbo Dez, lib. 4.C, 11. [ Irs 
the Chriſtian DoGrine both of faith and 
manners, ſome things are ſimply neceſſary to 
the Salvation.ofiall, as the knowledge of the 
articles of the Apoſtles Creed, of the ter Com- 
mandments and of the Sacraments, The 
reſt are not ſo neceſſary that a man cannot 
be ſaved without the explicite knowledge , 
belief and pro feſſrom of then 7 heſe things 
which are ſimply neceſſary and profitable to all, 
the Apoſiles preached toall— —— All things 
are written by the Apoſiles which are neceſſa- 
5A all, and which they openly preached to 
all, 
Coſterus in Enchirid, cap. 1. p« 49. [We 
Gao not deny that thoſe chief heads of faith 
which 
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which to all Chriſtians are neceſſary #0 be 
hnown to Salvation, are plainly enough com- 
prehended in the writings of the Apoſtles. | 
s. 13. By the way, hence judge of the 
jagling of your praters, when they call to us 
for a Catalogue of Eſlentials , or Funda- 
mentals, as it no ſuch diſtin&ion were to be 
made, 
s$. 14. Butthe ancient Fathers talkt at a 
higher rate, even as Theophil. Alexandr. 
Epiſt. Paſchal. 2. Cont. Orig. Biblioth. Patr. 
To, 3. pag. 96. | Ignorans quod demoniact 
ſpiritia efſet inſtinus ſophiſmata humana- 
rum mentium ſequi, & aliquid extra Scri- 
prurarum authoritatem putare divinum. 1. Cc. 
not knowing that it is the inſtinl of 4 devi- 
liſh ſpirit , to follow the ſophiſms of mens 
minds, and to think that any thing is D:- 
vine, without ( or beſides ) the authority of 
the Scriptures. 
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Cnavyr. IV. 


The diftinCt Queſtions all Implied or Cons 
founded in his one. 


Quelt 1. What arethe Revelations in Con- 
troverſte. 


S$, 1. F Muſt now for the ſatisfaction of 
him if he be judicious, anſwer his 
Q:eſtion more diſtin&tly, and therefore di- 
vide it into allthele Queſtions. 
Deſt. 1. What are the Revelations of 
God, about which our Controverſies lie. 
2. Whether it be truethat the Papifts grant 
us that ail Divine Revelations are true. 
3. What Certainty have we what is a real 
Revelation of God. 4. What Certainty 
nave we of the truc Copies and Readings. 
5. What Certainty of the Canonical or 
Divine books. 6. What Certainty of the 
Truthof Tranſlations. 7. What Certain- 
ty have we of the truc ſenſe of the words. 
8. What unity of faith may be expected tO | 
be conſt+-:d, by ſuch certainties. 9. What 
Detcr- 


x, 
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Determination is neceſiary to this Certain- 
ty and Unity. And the Queſtions, what 
Frinciple, and what Medium is cſtablithed, 
will be Antwered inthe'e. 
S. 2. Queſt. I. # hat are the Revidations of 
God about which our Controverſies lie © 

Anſw. To mention no more, than I needs 
muſt, there are three forts of Revelation 
which we aſicrt and reſt in: 1. Of Natu-al 
Production and Evidence , ſuch us is the 
Light and Law of Nature, in the Natzre of 
all things, elipecially of man himſelf, as re- 
vealing Gods will per modum ren. 

2. Infallible, Oral and Hiſtorica!, Traditi- 
tion : And fo, 1. Allthe Covenant of Grace 
in the Sacraments of Baptiim and the Lords 
Supper, with the Catechiſtical explanation 
in the Creed, Lords-prayer and Decalogue, 
ave been particularly delivered by them- 
ſelves. 2. And fothe Bible hath becn de- 
11vered to us inthe bulks. 3. Written Re- 
velation, in the ſacred Records of the Spirit, 
which is the holy Scriptures them{elves. 

9. 3. Of the firſt, more anon. . The ſe- 
cond they grant us fo far as to confeſs, 
[, That the {aid Covenant and Catechiſtical 
Principles have had that way of delivery by 
hemſclves, as well as in the Scripture : Bur 
hey tcll of much more (1 know-not what ) 


C 4 deli- | 
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delivered the ſame way, than is in them, and 
the Scripture it ſelf, 2. Yet (as you lee ) 
they confeſs that none of that addition is 
commonly neceſlary ro Salvation. 

The third they grant us ( that all thoſe 
books which we receive are the Cer- 
tain word of God ) But, 1. They fay that 
there aremore; 2, And that we mult receive 
them as ſuch , becauſe rhe Pope and his 
Council, as the only Judges, ſay they are 
ſuch. Of which more anon. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. Y. 


Queſt. II. Whether it be true that the 
Papiſts grant us, that all Divine Re- 


roelations are true ? 


E S, if you will firſt take 
their bare word what are 
Divine Revelations, 2. Arid will take in this 
word [ in the ſenſe that God intends then} 
3. And will allow themto ſpeak contradicti- 
ons. For thus, 1. They can tell you 
when they have a mind, that Gods plaineſt 
Revelations, are none of his Revelations. 
2, And that whatever Evidence of truth or 
ſenſe there is in the egy revealing, God in- 
tendeth ſomething contrary : 3. And that 
that is his revelation wh 1S contrary to 
his Revelation. 

S. 2, Forinſtance: The firſt fundamental 
Revelation of God to man, is unto oe 
ſes of things ſerſible , and thereby Tntel/igi- 
ble to our underſiandings : Now we cannot 
get the Papiſts aſſent that theſe Divine Re- 
vclations are certainly true: yeg, they 
chat 


$, 1. Anſw. 
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that daily they are certainly falſe. God 
made Senſe : God made the Intelle& : God 
made the. Medium , and God made the ob- 
jet. In the Lords Supper all the ſound 
ſenſes of all men living Chriſtians and Hea- 
thens , Papiſts and Proteſtants perceive 
Bread and Wine, by ſeeing, ſmelling, touch- 
ing and taſting. Yet the Papiſts ſay, and 
their Prieſts {wear that there is no Bread 
and Wine, and that God by another Reve- 
lation hath certified us that this Rewe/atiorr 
to Senſe and the IntelleF by ſcnſe is falſe: 
He that will nor (wear that there is no Bread 
ſhall be no Prieſt : He that will not rc- 
nounce this Divine Revelation in Nature.and 
all his ſenſes, and all mens {en(es, is a Here- 
tick to be burnt anddamned. All Temporal 
Lords that will ſuffer ſuch as thus renounce 
not ſenic and {enſtble Revelation, are to be 
excommunicate, and deprived of thcir do- 
minions, and their ſubjects abſolved from 
their oaths of allegiance. Allthis is inthe 
Council of Lateran ſub Inwoc. 3. Can. 1.3. 
And the Trent Oath and Council. Is this 
now a Divine Revelation or not? If not, 
then they that heard Chriſt ſpeak and ſaw his 
Miracics, and {aw him after his Reſurredcti- 
on, had none. For their ſcnſes might te 
ali decerved it all mens now may, 
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6. 2. Andif God intendeth here the quite 
contrary to the Evidence, even of ſenſ1- 
ble natural ſigns, how can they ever prove 
chat he doth nor ſo in his word too, even in 
Hoc eſt corpus menm, and in every article of 
the faith, Certainty leth in Evidence, and 
if all the declaring evidence may be falſe, 
becaule of the contrary intent, then who 
knoweth what is true 2 or whether ever God 
ſaid true to man 2 

9. 4. And nere Revelations are pretend- 
ed againſt Revelation, yea the ſ{uperſtruct 
againſt the fundamental , the con:equent 
againſt the antecedent , the leſs certain 
againſt the more certain; yea certain forge- 
ry fathered on God, againſt his Certain Na- 
tural Revelations. For, 1. Wearc mer bc- 
fore we are Chriſtzans, we have ſenſe beforc 
we have faith, Wecan have no certainty 
of faith, but by means of the Certainty of. 
ſenſe: For we cannot tell that there is any 
man or book in the world, nor that ever we 
ſaw a letter or heard a word, What then 
ſhall we believe? 

2. Andthey have nothing but pretended 
Miracles againſt this Conſtant Evident Na- 
tural Revelation. For every Prieſt ( how 
_ fottiſh and wicked ſoever ) to turn Bread 
into no Bread and Wine into no Wine when 
he liſt: For all the Prieſts in the world 
theſe 
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theſe {ixteen hundred years to do this every 
week, or each day thatthey celebrate their 
Maſs, publickly or privately , muſt needs 
be an undeniable Miracle ( if true ) being 
as much beyond all natural power as raifing 
Lazarws irom death : And to make tneſc 
miracles as univerſal, conſtant, and eafie as 
Gods worſhip in the Aſſembly , is to 
turn Miracles into the familiareſt of Gods 
dealings : And hath not all this need of 
g004 proof, to prove Gods natural Revela- 
tions to be as ordinarily and univerſally 
falſe 2 
3. Yea, the Miracle is doubled , while 
the accidents remain : They deny them to 
be the Accidents of Chriſts body an blood. 
It they are Accidents then, it is either of 
Bread or of Nothing : An Accident of Bread 
which is no bread, the @nantity and Colour 
.of bread which is no bread, or of wine 
which is no Wine, is a plain contradiction. 
If they be the Accidents of nothing ; the 
Quantity of nothing, the weight of nothing, 
the iocality of nothing, the colour, taſt , 
ſmell of nothing, all theſe are as plain con- 
tradictions, Then God muſt be ſaid by his 
Omnipotence to cauſe Contradietories, and 
to work conſtant Miracles for that end, and 
all to prove his Natural Reyclation falſe. 
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$.5. And what cogent Evidence bringeth 
them to all this? Why,Hoc eft corpus meu ; 
No more than Davids [ 1 am a worm and 
20 22an | or Chriſts | Tam the vineand ye 
are the branches and Pauls | that Rock 
was Chriſt |, Though Paul becometh Chriſts 
expoſitor, and three times in the three next 
verſes, 1 Cor..12. callethit Bread after the 
Conſecration:; And the old Fathers as often 
as Edmundus Albertings hath ſhewed in 
folio. Yet becauſe the foreſaid Lateran and 
Trent Council have in the later end of the 
world, new made this Article of the Papiſts 
faith, by their expoſition of Chriſts words 
contrary to St. Pax, all Chriſts fore-revcla- 
tion in nature muſt go for falſhoods, and 
God daily worketh Miracles to deceive all 
the common ſenſes of the world, when yer 
no word or Miracle can be believed, but on 
ſuppoſition of the certainty of ſenſes. 

$.6. This, his blind ſuppoſition called me 
to premiſe, that you may ſee how far Pa- 
piſts and we are or are not agreed that all 
Gods Revelations are true ? and how im- 
poſſible it is for themto know what is a Di- 
vine Revelation, or when Gods meaning is 
agreeable to his Revelations. Theſe are 
things neer and plain and weighty. 


CHAP. 


Cuar. VL 


Queſt, IL. What (ertainty we have 


what #5 a real Revelation of God ? 


9.1. Anſm. A 5 I have before partly di- 
{tinguiſhed of Certainty, I 
will now tell you as to {ome ſorts, what it 
is that gocth to muke up Certainty, and 
then how much and what of this we have. 

' $. 2, I ſuppoſe you to remember that ir 
is not ſubje&ive Certainty (in our ſelves ) 
that we ſpeak of, but 0bjeFive ; which may 
be at hand when men ſec it not. And that 
itis not meer Truth which we now ſpeak of, 
but the Exzdence of Truth, or its percepti- 
bility, and that ncither the loweſt, mor only 
the higheſt degree, but any of the various de- 
grees which truly ſatisfie quiet and reſolve the 
{oul. 

s. 3. And that Objective Infallibility or 
Certainty, 1s I. Not only that which decei- 
veth no man which receiveth it (for that's 
the caſe of af/ trath } 2. Nor yet that which 
70 man can be deceived abont ( tor that isno- 


thing 


———_ 
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thing at all, that I remember, unleſs it be 
ze cogitare, vel ſentire, ) 3. Bur it is that 
vi hich, in all its right conditions, may give 
a man fatisfactory, reſolving certainty of 
mind. 
4. Tothis is neceſlary, I. Thattche Thing 

have intrinſecally the requiſites of 'an Ob- 
jet. TIT. Tharit have extrinſecally the ne- 
ceſlary concomitant conditions, 


6.4. 1. To the Nature of a perceptible 
Obje@ it is neceſlary; 1, That it be ſome- 
thing whoſe narure is within the reach of the 
perceiving faculty ; and not out of irs orbe 
( as ſpirits are to {enlfe ). 

| 2. Thar. it have a perceptible degree, or 
Maenirude : For the Minima reruxz are got 
perceptible tO mane, 

3. Thatit be Hoc aliquid, a diſtin be- 
ing, or au As its called. 

4. That it have a ſpecial congruence to 
the ſpecial perceiving faculty : For Light 
mult be ſeen and nor heard, and ſo of the 
reſt. In a word, that it be Exms, Unumee, 
Ferum, Bonums , thus agreeably conditioned. 
And the contraries reductively, or rather the 
Propoſitions abour them. 
; 

$-5. IL. Totte Accidents an Extrinfick 
Corditioas which cot2 make un Evidence, 
| Ty 
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ic is neceſſary, 1. That the Object have a 
due Poſition or ſite. 2. That ir have a due 
diſtance, neither too far off, nor roo near. 
. And a due Mediums (as the air is to 
the {ighr and hearing ) 4. And a due abode | 
or ſtay ; For neither ſenſe perceiveth moti- 
on perfe&ly ſwift, nor the Intellect things 
 abſolucely inſtantaneous, that have no Time 

of continuance. 
$.6. Becauſe Obje&ive Certaimty is Rela- 
tive to SwbjecFive, I muſt add what is necel- 
ſary to that, I. Onthe part of ſenſe, II. Of 


the Intelle&. 


I. Tocrue ſenſible perception it is neccfſa- 
ry, I. Thatthe ſenſitive faculty of the ſoul 
intend the buſineſs : Elſe the Organs will 
be asa Lute not touched.: as welee in hard 
Students, that hear not the Clock at hand. 
2, Itis neceilary that the ſpirits which are 
actuated in ſenlation be preſent and ſuffici- 
ent for their part. 3. It is neceflary that 
the Organs be in a competent ſoundneſs. 
4. Tris neceſiary that it be the proper Or- 
ean that is uſed which agrecth with the ob- 
ject (not the eye to hearing, ec.) 5. That 
the ſenſe be not opprefled by Impedi- 
ments, 


II. And 
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1 1. And further to IntelleCtive percepti- 
on, 1. Of things {cnſible ; Ir is neceſſary, 
1. That the thing be truly perceived by the 
{cnſe, 2. And truly Imagined, and therefore 
chat the Imagination have a Competent 
ſoundneſs ; 3. That the ſ-ul be Attentive to 
to the matter, and not alicnared : 4. That 
the internal ſenſe, Imagination and Senfitive- 
memory be in a fir {late of vicinity , con- 
junction or union for the Intellect to operate 
on and with them. 5. That the Intellect ir 
{clf be in a&, according to its formal Vir- 
ruc, 

2, Puttothe Intelle&tion of our own Im- 
manent Acts of Intelle&tion and Volition , 
there is no more neceſſary but that ſuch 
Ads be; and then we can Intuitively per- 
ceive them. | 

3. And by caſic collection, the Intelle&t 
without further help of ſenſe can gather , 
that | Ithat anderfrand and will, am ſure 
T have a Power ſo to do : For nothing doth 
that which it cannot do. And hereby IT ap- 
prehend that there are Intelledfive Volitive 
Agents, and what they are), © 

$.7. Itis here ſuppoſed, thar God hath 
not a Voice to ſpeak by as man hath, bur 
yet that he can cauſe a voice at his plea- 
lure, cither by the uſe of a creature, thar 

- _ naturally 
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naturally hath a voice, or by the motion of 
other creatures, a thouſand waies, of which 

It is not needful for us to be acquainted. 
 $.8, When Godrevealeth his mind, not 
by voice, but by inward Inſpiration, it car- 
ricth its own notifying Evidence . with it, 
which no man can formally conccive of, but 
he that hath it, But this is the caſe of Pro- 
phetical perſons only, andnot of us. 
$.9. Inthis Queſtion, How to know that 
a Revelation 3s of God £ Itis (ſuppoſed that 
the Revelation it {elf, that is, the notifying 
ſer, whether Voice, Writing, or other AC 
or thing, be known already, For we muſt 
firſt know thar ſuch a thing realy *s, betore 
we can know whence it is. And this is at- 
terward to be {poken of. 
$. 10, And hcre it is not enough to know 
that God is ſome way a Cauſe of that Act; 
Voice or Writing. For no doubt bur he is 
a univerſal cauſe art leaſt, of all the Real be- 
7ngs, andaGzons in the world : But we muſt 
be ſure that he is the Determining Canſe of 
this ſpecial and individual ai} or thing as 
{ſuch ; fo as that he may properly be called | 
The Author of it, and it be called His 
Work. 
6.I11. And here (Neeativcly ) 1. We 
have not ſexſeble Evidence aſcertaining us , 
that theſe words or ſrgns are the word of 
T God. 


- 
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God. Senſe is not the perceiver of this, as 
it is of light, heat, motion, E*c. 

5. 12. 2. Therefore neither doth the 7-- 
zelleF perccive it, by the ſexrſe, as it doth 
theſe ſenſed things forementioned. 

$. 13. 2. Noris it the obje&t of Imzzmze- 
diate Intel/eFive Intuition, or known as we 
know the a&s of the {ſoul it ſelf, by Im- 
mediate perception, as that we Think, Know; 
Will, and Feel. 

$. 14. 4. Nordo we ( alwaics at leaſt ) 
know it as we do ſelf-evident Prirciples, 
which a man uſing Reaton about them, can- 
not chooſe but underſtand. 

$.15. 5. Norareall the Parts of Divine 
Revelations, notified ro us with eqzal Cer- 
tainty, nor altogether by the ſame zedia ; 
nor are they all of equal neceſſity to be 
known to be Divine, and {ſo to be belie- 
ved. | 

S. 16. But ( Afﬀfirmatively ) 1. We know 
theſe Revelations to be Divine, as we kno 
the Truth of Concluſions, by Virtue ofthe 
Evidence of their Premiſes. 2. And this 
variouſly , as the Conſequence is more or 
leſs evident and certain. 
= $.17. 1. Suppoling that we are Certain 
that there is a God , ( whether as a ſelf- 
evident Principle, or as the Certaineſt of 
Concluſions) and fo that he is Perfect, and 

D 2 were- 
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therefore True, we are ccrtain, as of a moſt 
necr and Evident Concluſion, that all Gods 
Works are his Revelations to man (which 
are within our reach ) : that is, 'Thar they 
arc ſigns by which God Revealeth Himſelt 
and his Willto us: The Glaſs in which he 
muſt here be ſcen: The Divinity of this Na- 
tural Revelation is paſt doubt : But all the 
doubt is of the ſezſe of it. 

$. 18. 2, There are Naturally Evident 
Verities in the Scriptures, which upon the 
firſt conſiderate hcaring we may be ſurc 
are true: As that theres « God, that heis 
One, that he is Infinite, PerfeF, moſt Power- 


fid, Wiſe and Good, the Beginning, Gover- 


zor and End of all things . that he 3s onr 
Owner, Ador, Ruler, Benefalor and End - 
Thet we ought to Leve him, Pleaſe and Obey 
him , above all others, with all our hearts 
and Powers, The whole Body of the ne- 
ceſlary Law of Nature is there conteined ; 
and ſo is known by a double Revelation. 

$. 19. 3. There arc other points which arc 
{o greatly congruous to the common experi- 


ence of mankind, as that they have alſo a 


Certainty in the thing from that experi- 


ence ; As the common pravity of mans na- 
ture, and the grear neceflity that we have of 
Deliverance by Pardon ana Sanctification ; 
the malice and endeavour of Devils or evil 


{PIrIts | 
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ſpirits to tempt us from God, and deſtroy 


us ; the need of Gods continual help againſt 
them and our ſelves, with ſuch like. And 
theſe alſo we have a double Revclation 
of, 

6.20. 4. The Principal part of the Su- 
pernatural Revelations, are ſo excecding 
congruous to thoſe which are of Natzral 
and Experzenced Certainty, and are ſo aptly 
adjoyned to them, and have ſo Divine a de- 
ſign and tendency apparent in them, as that 
they are the more eaſily belicved. 

$6.21. 5. Andthemain frame of the book 
hath ſo much of the ſame ſpirit and deſign, 
and is adapted to the Communication of theſe 
principal parts ( that is, the Eſſentials of 
Chriſtianity ) and thereto ſo compagi- 
nated, as that the Belief of the ſaid Et- 
tials, maketh it the more caſte to believe 
that the whole ſyſtem of books is of God. 


6. 22. 6, But where we are uncertain of 


any thing whether it be really apart of that 


book or {y{tem ( as ſome queſtioned Books , 
ſome various Readings, ſome Texts whoſe 
{ſenſe is not underſtood ) we muſt needs be 
equally uncertain whether thoſe be the word 


: of God. 


$. 23. 7. But that Medium which aſcer- 
tarneth us that theſe ſupernatural Revelati- 
ons are indeed Divine (1 mean the proper 
: D3  Traths 


" 90) | 
Truths of Chriſtianity) muſt be ſomething, 
which is Lower, or is Noti#s @ prizs cop- 
niturr, bitter known than Chriſtianity, and 
known (in order of Evidence ) before ir, 
For all proof of concluſions muſt be from 
ſomeching firſt and better known, 

$.24. 8. Theſe things which are ſoorer 
and berter known than the ſupernatural Re- 
velation, can be notning but Nataral Reve- 
ations, by Gods works in the Nature of 
things comparcd, and our natural experience, 
For therc is nothing elſe antecedent to be a 
zediung of proot, The foremcntioned natu- 
ral Verities, about God and Holineſs carry 
their on Evidence with them, cither as firit 
principles or as certain concluſions ; And 
the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity have a ſelf- com- 
wending Goodneſs, which rendrech them 
ſweet to a man that is already a true Bcliever, 
and defireable 10 all truly rational men, and 
the Congruencie rendreth ir credible, ſup- 
poling further proof. Burt that really the 
Incarnation, Deity, Life, Satisfaction , Re- 
lurrection, Aſcenſton , Offices and Coming 
of Chriſt, are truch, with the Trinity of 
perſons, and ſuch other points, muſt be 
proved by ſome more notorious Mecinm , 
proving that they arc Divine affertions ; 
which muſt be fome Natural Yerities. 


(39) 


5. 25. 9. Therefore the Aſcertianing Infe- 
rence muſt be this , that If this be not a 
Divine Revelation , then lome Certain Na- 
tural Verity muſt be denied; ( which af 
laſt will amount to the denying of a 
God. ) | 

$.26. 1O0, Here the Matter of fa& is 
ſuppoſed to be known by ſght and other 
ſenies to the firſt Chriſtians, and the firſt 
Churches, where Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and multitudes of other Chriſtians wrought 
chem. And to be known by Certain Hi- 
ſtory to thoſe that ſaw them not z And the 
exiſtence of the Perſons, Words and Books 
is {uppoſed known the ſame way. And on 
this ſuppoſition, we infer that ( Theſe 12- 
preſſuons of Divine Power, Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, ſet npon this DoFrine : and all 
theſe Miracles by Chriſt, and multitudes of 
his ſervants wrought , in atteſtation of it , 
and all this ſanFification of all true Belie- 
vers by this word through the world, are 
either done. by Gods will , or againſt his 
will. Tf they be done by his will, he is the 
Author of them and approver : Aud ſeeing 
it is evident that they are to the common 
capacity of mankind, ſo notorious a ſignifi- 
cation that God is the Author or approver 
of that word which be ſo evidently and won- 
derful'y atteſteth , if yet this word prove 

D 4 falſe, 
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Jalſe, mankind is unavoidably deceived , 
and Governed in the greateſt concernments 
and buſineſs of all his life by this deceit, 
For he hath no principle , vo means left 
hin to know that theſe are not Divine at- 
teftations, nor io diſoblige him from judge- 
ing them ſo to be, But if God ſhall thus 
neceſſitate mnanhind to 4 falſe belief and 
#hereby Govern him, while in Nature he 
hath taught man to value Truth and hate 
Lying , he muſt do this either for want of 
Power to do otherwiſe, or for want of Wi- 
dom to do otherwiſe, or for want of Will 
and Goodneſs to do otherwiſe, Andif he 


wanted any of theſe he is not God, Or if 


he Govern not the world himpelf, but per- 
mit ſome Evil Spirit to do all this; he is 
rot God, For to be God is to be the Su- 
pream Governor, and to be every where, 
the neareſt univerſal Agent. 

Theſe conſequences being plain , (though 
there are vain Objections which I muſt not 


, ſay to anſwer) we certainly infer : There 


is a God who is the perfet Govyernour of 
the world, and therefore is Gracious, Trxe 
and xz, and therefore doth not rule even 
the belt of men by unavoidable deceit and 
fallhood : and therefore this word is True 
which he {o. notoriouſly owneth and atteſt- 


oth as aforeſaid. 


027, 
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5. 27. And hence it is that we take ou 
ſelves bound about the Sacrament to be- 
lieve that all mens ſenles are not deceived ; 
becauſe if they be, man hath no remedy: 
For God hath made our ſente the percciver 
of things ſenſible ; and if it be not a Cer- 
tain perceiver, we have no Certainer nor 
other about thoſe objects. And it the ap- 
prehenfions of ſenſe be uncertain, ( having 
all the natural requiſites ) then all Gods 
Miracles by which he atteſted the word , 
( as well asthe word irtſclt ) are ſo: And 
if it be not contrary to Gods perfection , 
Veracity and Juſtice, to deceive all mens 
{cnics in the Sacrament , we cannot prove 
it contrary to them to deccive them by Mi- 
racles, 
$. 28. As an unbeliever is not {o well di- 
{poſed to reccive the Golpel as a holy per- 
ſon after is, and recipitur ad modun reci- 
pientis, 10 uiually a more wavering belief 
cocth before a tuller Certainty : And the 
holier and more experienced avy man is , 
the more he is Certain of the truth of the 
Goſpel, becauſe he hath the witneſs in him- 
ſelf, in the Guft and Certain Effects of it : 
Bur yet there is that Evuzdence of Truth 


which Preachers may and muſt uſe to the 


Conviction of TInfidels, to bring them to true 
belict. 
: p 29, 
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gs. 29. The holy Scripture Containing 
all the Divine Revelations belonging to Re- 
ligion, complcatly, Eſſentials, Integrals and 
Accidentals ; the parts of it are not of equal 
neceſſity to us. All that truly have the E\- 
{entials in Head and Heart and Life, ſhall 
be ſaved : yea though culpably they under- 
ſtand not other points-as plainly revealed, and 
{o believe them not to be Divine, For this is 
the Covenant of Grace : No wonder then 
if many leſs neceſlary parts are le(s evident. 
$. 30. Wehavea fuller Evidence thar all 
theſe Miracles, Propheties and f{ubſequent 
operations of the Sanctifying Spirit, do at- 
teſt the New Coyenant, and Subſtance of 
the Goſpel , than we have that they attelt- 
ed every book, (e. g. the Chronicles, the 
Canticles, &c.) or that they atteſted every 
phraſe, method , yea or the truth of every 
word of tne penmen, ſo as that none of them 
could through overſight or forgetfulnels , 
miſrecite a name, number or circumſtance. 
Though we have here ſufhicient ſatisfaction, 


yet not ſo full a Certainty as we have of 


the Do&rine of the Goſpel, which the 
Apoſtles converted the world by- Preaching 
of, before the New Teſtament was written ; 
and which in the Sacramental Covenants , 
the Creed, Lords Prayer and Decalogue 
and Carcchiſms, was diſtin&!y by it (elf de- 
livercd 
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i:yvered to the Churches, and ſo cometh to 
us by a double way of tradition. 


Cnare, Vil. 


Queſt, IV. What Certamty have we 


of the ( optes. 


S. I, Anſw. HE fame that we have of 

| che Statute Books in Eng- 
land ( fave that the Recorded Originals of 
ſome Laws remain) And the ſame that you 
have of the Copies of the moſt Certain 


Councils, and Aurhors extant. 


6. 2. I, They aredclivered to us by men 
of {10 many Countries, minds and interefts, 
as could not poſſibly agree to fallifie them, in 
the ſubſtance, and in thole points in which 
the Copics' agrec. 

S. 3. 2. They were conſtantly read inthe 
holy Aſſemblies through the Chriſtian world, 
and by private Chriſtians, and eſpecially all 
Teachers: And therefore any great deprava- 
tion could not grow common. 

S. 4. 3. The Copies all overthe world , 
of Greateſt antiquity, ſtill agree ſo far asis 

— fe afore- 


= « . 4994508 =, Gage. <9v* wR—— _ en dn —O0uts Mt ev ney een —_ — 
4p 0 OA ——_—_—_— —_—_ — _ —_ - - _ X _— - . - — — - "—_ 
Re I I) nn a un OTE <= aw Borie C7 Sg S- bad, wy hy _ Ry —R——— CE re ones _ 1000 Ls LEAD Ie "_ 
4 wo ©. _—_— M2 , Mins. 3 4 x R 4 - I Fang 1 . - rs gy i + - til 
en J "8 1 - 4g © —_ 
- —R - -- #7 Y p wi oY K GO "3. "+... 
PII —_ 7 og ww GS pecthrny t6/ or, x wr bBens = o Wp0— 4/44. — og ee rs * $9.0, hee b vein <a _ _ 
" , hs 04 Y -— _ - 
"ww aF4rg =P » y wh . 4 - . 


- - arg err Ty, —”m 


oy 
A NL —_—_ 


$ 
: 
x 
: 
+ ; k 
3 + 
- 
: X 
ky L.- 
s # 
by 
I 


(44) 
aforclaids and the Commentaries of the Fa- 
thers, containing the Text, with all the Ci- 
rations, are the ſame in the main. So thar 
we have a Hiſtorical Certainty of the Co- 
pies ſo far as they are commonly known to 
agree : which the Old Tranſlations alfo 
Confirm. 
S.5. The words in which they diſagrce, 
though many, are ſuch as no article necellary 


- to Salvation dependeth on: and are plainly 


the errors of Scribes , and not of the holy 
Penmen. 

$. 6. In the points where any late or in- 
conſiderable Copy differeth from the gene- 
rality which have Evidence of Antiquity and 
Concord , that ſingularity , is no caule of 
doubting. 

$.7. Many {lips are fuch as the Context 
will ſufficiently detect. 

$.8. Inall thoſe points where the Copies 
ſo differ, as that it cannot be proyed which 
is the trucſt, by certain proof, we can have 
no certainty : Nor is our uncertainty of any 
danger to us. 
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Cruaye. VIII. 


Queſt. V. What Certamty have we of 


the Canonical Books. 


F all thoſe Canonical 
Books which the Chriſti- 
an world now commonly receiveth, there is 
the ſame Certainty by the ſame means , 
which I before mentioned of che Copies. 
The Dod@rine of them was ſpoken of before, 
it being that Divine Revelation which God 
hath atteſted as was opened. We have the 
Certain Hiſtory and Tradition of all ages 
from the firſt common notice and reception 
of them, agreeing which are the true Books, 

$.2. 2, Putyet cven of theſe Canonical 
Books agreed on, the Evidence of Divinity 
is not cqual. For, 1. Some of them have. 
more Evident Impreſſions of Gods Image up- 
on them in the Matter than others have 
( As the Pſatms more than Rath, the Chro- 
micles, &c. The Doctrinal Books more than 
the Genealogies, Chronologies, particular 
Hiſtories, ) 2, God did confirm ſome more 
ANOLL- 
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notoriouſly by Miracles and publick a:teſta- 
tions than others: So ofes his words, had 
more confirmation by Miracles than Kath, 
Chronicles,Eccleſtaſtes,Canticles, &c. 3. Some 
have had a fuller teſtimony by Tradition than 
others ; As the Pentateuch and Pſalms, more 
than the Chronicles , part of Daniel, &c. 
4. Inall theſe relpe&s, the New Teſtament 
cometh to us with fuller and clearer Evidence 
than the Old : As being of later darc, and 
ſo the Hiſtorical proof more diſcernible; 
And hath more clear Impreſſions of Divini- 
ty, and was confirmed by the moſt notori- 
ous multiplied long-continued Miracles, and 
by the moſt notable effects of holineſs in 
all true Believers, ec. And indced its at- 
teſtation to the Old Teſtament is nor our 
weakeſt proof of its Divinity. 

$. 3. There is leſs doubt of thoſe few books 
of the New-Teſtament , which were un- - 
known or doubted of but by ſome Churches 
for atime , than of thoſe which arc contro- 
verted as belonging to the Old. 

S. 4. As to thoſe Books which he faith 
the Ebionites and Valentinians denied, they 
have as full Hiſtorical proof as any; And 
thoſe that denied them denied Chriſts Reſur- 
rection or {ome Eſſentials of Chriſtianity,and 
were no Chriſtians, but mad-brained facti- 
ons withdrawn from Chriſtians, ( the Valer- 

finian 
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::23ay Groſticks in their whole hereſie , 
plainly ſhewed themſelves crackt-brained Fa- 
naticks, as Irer2x5 and Epiphanizs deſcribe 
them, ) ſo that for Number , Quality and 
Croſ(s-intereſt their Exceptions were nct 
any conſiderable diſcredit of the Hiſtory ; 
and indeed but cxcice the Chriſtians the more 
carefully to examine and preſerve their Ca- 
non: Nor were their exceptions ſo much 
againſt the Matter of Fact ( whether Mark, 
&c, wrote thoſe books, ) as about the Divi- 
nity of them: And were but of the like na- 

cure with all the Turks, Heathcns and other 
| Infidels exceptions againſt the whole Gol: * 
pel, 
6.5. And asforthole Apocryphal books 
which are in Controverſie between the Pa- 
pits and us, ſome Proteſtants ſay that they 
are Certainly none of Goas word, and {ome 
that it is wtrerly uncertain to any man that 
they are his word: And let the Papiſts who 
aſlert the Certainty that they are, give us 
the proof of it, and we will thank them. 
Till then our denial or uncertainty of thoic 
books, maketh no alteration in the Great 
and Neceſlary Articles of our faith. 


CHAP, 
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Queſt. V I. What (ertainty have we of 
the truth of Tranſlations @—» 


5.1, 4nſw. 1. Hoſe that underſtand 
| the Original and the 


Language into which it is Tranſlated ; have 
a Certainty from the Known ſignitication of 
the words, anſwecrable to the degree of their 
Skill in thoſe rongues. The {ignification of 
the words is Certain to them by Infallible 
Tradition. The uſe and ſenſe of the words 
in Hebrew and Greek is known by Lexicons, 
andthe conſtant ule of Authors, and by the 
confeſſion of all parties, friends and Enemies, 
and by pretent uſe : fo that as your Prieſts | 
underſtand a true Tranſlation of any Lartine, 
Greek or Hebrew Author, ( Cicero, Plutarh , 
Demoſihencs, Antonine, Maimonides, &c.) 
by the {ame means do the Learned know a 
trae Tranſlation of the Bible. 

6.2, In the Eflentials of Chriſtianity, 
and ail the necellary Articles of faich, the 
[onorant themiclves have an Infallible Cer- 
tainty 
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cainty that the Tranſlations are true. ſo far 
4s that all that is neccſſary to Saiyarion is 
contained concordantly in them all. 1. Be- 
caule it hath pleaſed God to deliver all thoſe 
Weceſſary points, in various words, diſtinctly 
by themſelves by all Baptizers and Paſtors 
of the Churches , as is aforeſaid : Wuh 
which the Scripturc Tranſlations do agree. 
2. Becauſe there is a zaiural Tmpoſſubility 
that men of ſo varicus minds and intereſts 
as all the Tranſlators, and all the Deten- 
ders of thoſe Tranſlations, ſhould agree till 
this day to deceive the world, and not be 
diſcovered. 

$. 3. Andby the ſame evidence it is cer- 
tain to an unlearned man, that all other plain 
points in which the Tranſlators agree, are 
truly tranſlated : Thongh the knowledge of 
it in leſſer points is not {0 neceſſary. 

5.4. Andthus (andno other way ) both 
unlearned Proteſtants and Papiſts, that can- 
not read , muſt know that tnere is a Bible 
in the world, and that the Prieſts do ordi- 
narily read truly that Publickly read it to 
them, and that there are Canons of Coun- 
ci's in the world, ec, Becaule it is not pol- 
bible, for ſo many men of croſs intereſts to 
agree in feigning it, without detection. 

$. 5. There are ſome paſlages in ſome 
Tranflations ſo palpably diſtorted to the 

'. Tranila- 
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Tranſlators intereſts and ends, as that the | 
: Fextand Context to the Learned, and the | 
common agreement of the world to the un- | 
learned, may notifiethe error. . 
$.6. There are many paſſages or words 
ſo difficult, about which Tranſlators differ 
as that few or none are Certain which of 
them isin the right. And this uncertainty 
i % no danger to the Church or to mens | 
OUlS, 
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CHAP. XK. 


Queſt, VII. What Certainty have we 
of the true ſenſe of the Text. 


$I. Anſw, His Queſtion is partly 

the ſame with the former ; 
For to Tranſlate is to give the fenſe of the 
original, in other words. The (enſe is ci- 
ther , x. The ſenſe of ſingle terms, 2. Or 
the ſenſe of propoſttions and ſentences , 
3. Or the ſenſe of zany ſextences conjunct 
in Method. 

S. 2. The firſt is known to Tranſlators 
as ts aforeſaid; As you know the ſenſe of 
all words of all languages ; by common ufage 
and common Tradition, 

The ſecond is made up of the firſt by 
common reaſon ; As #* ſentence is made u 
of common words, He that underſtandett 
what theſe words [Rye] and [ #s | 
and Þ zeceſſary ] ſignifie, may know without 
a Pope, what this ſentence fignifieth | Re- 
pentance 7s meceſſary |. 
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The ſame isto be ſaid of divers ſentences 
conjunct. The {cnſe is known by the way 
that mien learn to'talk,and to underſtand one 
anothers {peeches. And as you underſtand 
Baronins, Bellarinine, the Councils, or any 
of your Prieſts, cven by the common ac- 
ception of words, and reaſon ſetting them 
together, as man from his Intancie is taught 
tO reaion. 

S. 3. But as Infants underſtand not com- 
mon talk till chey are taught, nor children 


and untaught perſons ſo well as men and 
Scholars; fo the plaineſt things in Scripture 


require ſome uſe and conſiderations, and 
Teaching to the underitanding of them : 
Much more the harder parts. And God hath 


made it the duty of Parents to teach the Scri- 


pture to thcir children at home and abroad, 
lying down and riſing up , Det. 6. @* IT. 


without asking the Pope the ſenſe of it : 


And God hath appointed the elder and wi- 


ler to teach the younger and more ignorant, 
and eſpecially Paſtors and Tcachers, to teach 
the world, and inſtruct their flocks, to un- 
derſtand the word of God. Not barely to 


reſt in their opinion and words , but t> ſhew 


nen the ſame Evidence which doth convince 
themſelves, Which Teaching is not a final 


Judging. —” 
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6. 4. But yct where the Teacher knoweth 
what the Learner doth not, the Learner muſt 
have the humility of a Diſciple, and not fer 
his untaught wit concen acainſt his 
Teacher, and w rangle before he undcrſtand- 
eth 5 but muſt judge his Tcacher ( whether 
ic be Grammar, Logick, or Thcologie, words 
or ſenſe, that he Teacherh him ; to be wi- 
ſer than himſelf. Elic why will he be his 
Scholar 2 And fo he muſt bclicve him as a 
fallible man, with a humane faith, in order 
ro his attaining of a proper Ce.tainty. 

6. 3. Bur there arc in Scripture many pal- 
ſagcs {0 exceeding difhculr, that we have no 
Cert ainty of the teaſe; And ſome thar only 
a few extraordinary Students have a Certain- 
rainty of, neirher Proteſtants nor Papiſts 
further underſtanding them. And this is no 


 diſparagement to the Scripture , nor hazard 


Or 10jury tO us, 
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Cxuar. Xl 


Queſt, VII. Woat Unity of faith may 
be expetted to be conſerved by our 
foreſaid Certainties. 


Ereare two Queſtions for haſte in- 
cluded : I. What Unity in faith 
may beexpected? T1, What Cercainties arc 
neceſſary thereto. 


6. I. 


6.2. I. Tothe firſt, 1. A Unity in all the 
Eſſertials of the Ghriſtian faith, is already 
exiſtent among all Chriſtians in the world ; 
For they wege not Chriſtians if they agree 
not in all Efentials of Chriſtianity. 
 $:3. 2« A Unity of faith inthe Integrals 
of Chriſtianity is deſireable, and ſo far hope- 
tul, as that the wiſer all Chriſtians are. in 


the more of the Integrals they will agree. 


Bur here will never be an univerſal Con- 
card or Unity, any more than in mcns age, 
ſtrength , Stature and complexions ; This 

Paul 
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Paul opencth at large, 1 Coy. 12. & Rom. 14- 
@» I'5, XC. | 

Ss. 4. 3» A perfe# Unity in the common 
knowledge of all things in Scripture,or all the 
revealed Accidentals of Religion, will ne- 
ver be found between any two perſons in 
this life; becauſe that no ones knowledge is 
perfect. 


S.5. TI. From hence the other Queſtion 
is eaſily anſwered. 1. Toa Unity of Chrz- 


flians as Chriſtians, or the body of Chriſt 
_ and Church Univerial, and of neceſſity 


to Salvation, no Certainty is necellary but 
of the Eſſentials of the Chriſtian Religion, 
2, To the more Comfortable progreſs , 


and the zvclizs effe of Chriſtians and the 


Churches, asgreat a Concord and Certain- 
ty inthe Integrals of Chriſtianity is needful , 
as the degree of melirs effe doth require. 

3. To mens peaceable and comfortable 
Communion in Chriſtian Societies, an Uni- 


ty and conſequently knowledge of the points 


. qt/Chriſtian Love and holy communion is ne- 


ceſlary. 


4. To our Heavenly Union, Heavenly 
per:c&tion is neceſſary. 

S. 6. Bur to inſinuate that a Certainty of 
the ſenſe of all the Scripture, or all that God 
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hath revealed to us Objectively, or of all 
that Popes and Councils determine, is ne- 
cellary to that unity of fauh, which maketh 
all Chriſtians to be Chriſtians, and one body 
_ of Chriſt, is but a cheating trick, which is 


againſt Scripture, reaſon and their own 
Doctors. 


GHAP. 
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Queſt. IX. What Determination is nee 
ceſſary to this ( ertainty and Unity. 


Ods Determination of 
the Object, by Yerity and 
Evidence, and his helping the faculty in de- 
rermining it ſeif in act, i5neceſſary. 

S. 2. 2. Theinward true Determination 
of every mans own perceiving faculty, ( ſenſe 
and Intellect ) is neceſſary to his true per- 
CEPLION. 

$. 3. 3. A Parent, Schoolmaſter, Senior, 
and Paſtor, muſt tell the Scholar their own 
Judgement, and then open to him the Evi- 
dence of truth. 

S. 4. A Magiſtrate or other Superiour 
( Parent, Maſter, &*c.) hath a determining 
Judgement,under God and his Laws,in order 
to the ends of their proper Government ; and 
no further. That is, They are the only pub- 
lick Judgesin their Society, who ſhall be pu- 
niſhed or not puniſhed by the ſword; re- 

ſtrained 
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ſtrained or encouraged, as teaching falſe 
Dorine or true, But this is not an ablſo- 
Jute and unregulated power. If they deter- 
mine contrary to Gods word, they fin, 
and bind not me to obey them though I am 
bound to continue my ſ{ubjection, and not to 
reliſt. : 

$.5. Even fo it is with Paſtors in the 
Church, who have power to try particular 
mens caſes, and judge them according to Gods 
word, and that only in order to the ends 'of 
their Society, which is holy Communion in 
Love. 

s. 6. But this much power ( as it ſuppoſeth 
the {enle of the Law, and declarech ir only 
as far as the deciſion of the particular caſe 
requireth, and not an Univerſal Regulating 
Getermination which hath the nature of an 


Univerſal Law it (elf, fo) -it belongeth to. 


none but. true Paſtors of -the Church ,, and 
that only within their proper charge: And if 
any one. will do as the Pope, who will be 
Ruler in all Churches of -the .-warld, his 
uſurpation-maketh him a ſinner, but not an 
obliging determiner. | 
S. 7. And thus you have our Anſwer to all 
his Qneſtions, which he thruſt into one, as 
plainly and diftin&tly as I can well ſpeak. 
And becaule his ſnare licth in putting you on 
the 


| 
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the deciding of all theſe caſes, while he doth 
nothing to it himſelf, thar ſo he may deſtroy 
where he cinnot build, and ſo wou!d make 
che world believe that they have a greater 
| Certainty inall the caſes propounded than we 
have, I will next try their Certainty COm- 
pared with oursand ihew you the difference, 
And withal IT will tel! you why we uſe not 
their Medium and take it not for any Certi- 
cation at all. 

$. 8. But withall profeſling that if T knew 
where to find that Man or company of men 
that I could be {ure could Infalliviy certifie 
me of all the douvrs and diftculties in rhe 
matters of faith, it would {ave me {uch abun- 
dance of labour in my long ſtudics, and {o 
eratifie my love of eaſe, and my earneſt de- 
tires of the greateſt Certainty in theſe greateſt 
things, that T would ſpare no poſfible labour 
and coſt to find out ſuch an Oracle: And I 
wonder not that ſlothful men had rather con- 
ceit that others ( by number or prerogative ) 
are Certain, and ſo to truſt upon a common 
faich, than to ſearch and pray till they have 
a Certainty of their own. 
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iy. X 111. 


What the Papiſts aſcertaming Medinm is, 
and why we rejett tt. 


"BY Hough I will not intitle my An- 
 fiver as Mr. Pool doth his book. 

The Nul/ity of the Romiſh faith, yet you 
mizht be aihamed it you have any modeſty 
tefr, to go about ſtill wich confident challen- 
gcs with the lame ca'e, whileſt neither that 
book of his, ncr his Dialogue, nor the m«- 
ny in which I tally anfwer this very Queſti- 
on, have any reply. And indecd I have 
ſaid ſo much to this point already, that with- 
out repeating the ſame things, I ſcarce 
know what is yet to ſay. Almoſt the 
whole book called The Safe Religion is 
of it; But moſt dircly all the third part : 
W here pag. 186, 187. I bricfly andplainly 
give you the grounds and reſolution of the 
Proteſtants faich, And pag. 189. and for- 
ward I ſhew you the lamentable difference 
among the Papiſts about the Reſolution of 
their 
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cheir faith. And pag. 195. and forward I 
ojve you abundance of unrefiſtible Argu- 
ments to prove, 1. That Ir belongerh nor ro 
che Pope and Roman Church to be the 
Judge of Scriptures to all che world. 2. That 
they are not Infallibie. 53. That our faith 
muſt not be refolved into their Infallible 
Judgement. And in my Realons for che 
Chrift zan HKeligion; and in my #2ore Reaſons 
for it, and in my Life of Faith, T have ful- 
ly opened and detended the reaſons, reloluti- 
on and certainty of our faith, Bur ſeeing 
their Impudency and Deſigns arc ſuch, as 
that nothing of this muſt be conſidered 
( though they arereferred to it, ) but they 
ruſt Jay ſnares for fouls, by canting over 
the ſame things, and calling out for that 
Anſwer which they will not take notice of 
when it is before them, fore more they 
jhall have, for the ſake of thoſe whom they 
_ would deceive : But in great brevity leſt 
I tire the Reader by repetitions of things 
that haye been ſo often {aid. | 

S$. 2. Though the Papiſts are difugreed 
oreatly among themſelves in this matter, 
yet the moſt prevailing opinion is , thar ir 
is upon the Authoritative Determination of 
the-Biſhop of Reme ard a General Council 
if he approve it, ihat all Chriſtians inthe 

world 
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world muſt have the Certainty what 3s in- 
deed the word of God: And men muſi take 
all for Certain which is ſo determined of, 
and no more - even becauſe this Authority 
hath ſo determined : and that this is to be- 
lieve by the common certain faith of the 
Ghurch, when otherwiſe men muſt have but 
aw uncertain private fuith of their own : 


And conſequently that be *hat will convince ' 


ax Infidel and convert be world, muſt 
firf# make then: believe that the Pope and 
Eowncil are Authoriſed or Enabled. to deter- 
mine jndicially ( and not only to Teach by 
Evidence ) what is Gods word and what 
ot, before any thing can be Certainly taken 
for Gods word | 

$. 3. The difference between the Papiſts 
Opinion and ours, for brevity ſake, thall be 
incladed in our Reaſons againſt their pre- 
tended Certainty : which are thele. 


Reaſon 1. We have another Certainty al- 
zcady by notorious Evidence of many things 


in your preſent Queſtion. And muſt we 


quit all that Certainty,to take the ſame things 


only 0n truſt from your Pope and his Coun- 
cil « We cannot do ic; Becauſe ſome evi- 
dence 15 Cogent, and the Intelle& is nece(- 


inated by it: Muſt we not know tha. [ Thou 


ſalt 
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ſhalt Love God and thy neighbour | is God 
word, by its proper Evidence? We have 
the witneſs within us; we lee on all true 
Chriſtians that. Holineſs wronght by this 
Goſpel, which God will not afe a lie to ef- 
fe ( even to ſave men from 1in, and reco- 
ver the hearts of men to himſelf, and repair 
his Image on mans ſoul ). Mult I needs give 
the lieto this Evidencetill the Pope ſpeak. 
He that Loveth God may be ſurc by invard 
perception (yea Intuition if Ocham tay true) | 
that he Loveth him , and conſequently 1s- 
beloved of him; and this Goſpel wrought 
it, Muſt I not know that [| He that belie- 
veth ſhall be ſaved} is truly tranſlated out 
of the Original, till the Pope determine it ? 
Muſt I believe no Grammar , no Lexicon , 
no Antient Author, no Jew, no Teacher of 
Greek or Hebrew, novulgaruſe, concerning 
the ſenſe of words till the Pope determine 
ic- Muſt I not know what the Baptiſmal 
Lradition of all Chriſtians in the world 
doth tell me , that we mnſs believe in God 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt till I know 
that the Pope determineth it? Muſt I not 
receive the Creed, Lords-Prayer, .or Deca- 
logue by all other Evidence till his word 
cometh in? Then I muſt throw away Cer- 
cainty for uncertainty * 


11. Your 
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IT. Your own party do not thus receive al! 
in your Queſtion. They teach and learn 
the Hebrew and Greek Grammars, and the 
Rules of Tranſlating, and Criticize upon 
the Text, and ſearch after the Copies to 
diſcern the beſt by intrinfick Characters , 
and by comparing them, as any man may 
{ce who readcth all your Gramarians , Cri- 
ticks and Commentators : And yet mult we 
know Tranſlations and Copies only by the 
Popes determination * 


ITI. Your own Popes ex Cathedra have 
given the Church various Tranſlations : That 
Edition of the Vulgar Latine made by $ix- 
t#5 5. andthat made about two years after 
Clemens 8. differ in ſo many hundred paſla- 
ges, and abundance of whole verſes and ſen- 
rences, that if a Bible be a Divine Reve- 
lation, one of them thamefully erred abour 
Divine Revelations, or de fide. See Drs 
James his. Bellam Papale, and its Defence 
againſt Gretſer. Where then is your Cer- 
tainty * 


['V. You are utterly uncertain and diiz- 
Freed among your ſelves, who it is that 


ath this Aſcertaining Determining Authori- 
ty © 
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1y © Youſay it is your Church : But ſome ſay 
that che Infallibility and Power is in the 
Pope alone, i# Cathedra. Some ſay it 
is a Cencral Council though the Pope dil- 
{car : Some ſay that the Pope and Council 
muſt agree : and ſome ſay that the Church 
Eſſential of all Countrics muſt reccive the 
decrees before they are infallibly aſcertain- 
ing. And who can be Certain of Gods 
word by an Authority which is itfelf foun- 
certain © See the proof in Safe Relig. p.192, 


193, 194- 


V. Your own ſentence condemneth your 
own Judges as uncertain : Genera] Councils 
C as Conſtance and Baſ) have concluded 
chat Popes may err in matters of faith : yea 
accuſed and Condemned them as Hereticks, if 
not.Infidels. And ſthall we not believea Gene- 
ral Council in matter of preſent fact, and yet 
muſt believe them what is Gods word 2 And 
that one Council hath Condemned another, 

and Popes have Condemned Councils, I have 
_ #bid, proved at large. And if Popes and 
General Councils diſtinct are deceitful, how 
ſhall we be ſure that two-falſe parties-when 
they meet do make one true one ? 


VI. Popes and General Councils have 
often erred from the faith ( as our Church 
oo” __ 
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of England truly aflerteth) : and therefore 
We are not {ure that they never will do fo 
mor, Bel/armive himielf noteth about 
fonrty Popes charged with error or Here: 
fie. Lzberivs ſubicribeth the icntence againſt 
Athanalies, and received the Arrians to Com- 
muvnicn, and ſubſcribed the Sirmian faith, 
Hanc co libenti animo ſuſcepi in nullo con- 
tradicens : See his Epiſt. 7. in Binniws To, 1, 
P. 465. and hisnotesonit. Seemorein my 
fafe Relze. p. 249, &c. And of Councils , 
p. 274, &c. Thefſtxti: General Council ar 
Conftantin. approved by Pope Adrian and 
by the feventh Council, hath many errors, 
as have many others there inſtanced in, What 
Ceranty chen can they give us? 


VTI. The Ancient Chriftians and 
Churcnes received not the Certainty of their 
tfaich ypon the Authoritative determination 
of a Pope and Council. Thereforc there 
IS a Certainty to be had without it. The 
Churches thac Paul or any Apoſtle Convert- 
ed, believed not at firſt upon the Authority 

of a General Council, nor of a Pope, Till 
the Council of Nice, for above 3o0o. years 
the worid was without a Gcneral Council : 
And were they without faih 5 Frumentius 
and #deſtus that preached to the Indians and 
all other Chriſtian Preachers that then con- 
nm 1.” verted 
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verted ſouls rook another courſe, They did 
not firſt convince men of the Authority of a 
Pope and General Council torel! them what 
was Gods word, before they brought them 
co belicvc it, 


V IIL. Scripture it ſelf never mentionerh 
this. Method or Evidence : And would it 
be filent of the only way of Certainty * It 
never faith to the world | You muſt know 
by the Judgement of Peter, or the Pope and 
a General Council whar is the word of God ] 
Did Chriſt forget it © 


I X. The Ancient Defenders of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith did all go another way : Jaſtz#, 
Tertullian, Athenacoras,Tatianws, Minutius 
Felix. Arnobius, LaGantiis, Euſebius in his 
two firſt Volumes de Prepar. & Demorſtrat. 
Auguſtine, andall ſuch writers, ſeek to prove 
our taith by. other Evidence, and never ſay 
[ the Pope arid a General Council are the 
only aſcertaining declarers of it. ] 


 &, Our Proof of the Matters of fact is 
mncomparably more certain than yours: For, 
I. As tothe Power of Judging , we main- 
tain a concurrence of the peoples Diſcerning 
Judgement, the Paſtors Teaching or Dired- 
ing Judgement, and both Magiſtrates and 

EF 3 Paſtors 
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Paſtors Deciding and Governing Judgement, 

not to be the oy Determiner of mens minds 

dc fide, but to Rule the publick Doctrine 
and Communion of the Church according 

ro ©vas foreknown Laws. And as to the 

T:ath of Copics, Miracles, and the actual 

delivery of the Goſpel inthe Scripture, and in 

the diſtin Catcchiſtical Articles atorelaid, 

we reſt on Tradition which hath a Natural 
Izfallibility, and not a pretended Anthorita» 
tive Judge. Tour Tradition xeceiveth its credit 
from pretended Power to Fudge, which all the 
wiſe men in the world will deny till its pro- 
ved. Our Tradition hath its credit from a 
Natural Impoſſability that the Hiſtory ſhould 
be falſe. IT have ſhewed you the proof of 
this in my More Reaſons for the Chriſti- 
an Religion and clſc where : If you. will not 
read them there, I know not whether you 
will read them here, and therefore will nor 
write them again. We have all your Evi- 
dence which is Evidence indeed, and far 
more with it; And as Hierom auth, The 
world is more than the City, Tour Traditi- 
07 1S that of a Popes judging Power only as 
$M !ay; uadot a Pope with his Council as 
cr (ay and of the Pope with his ſ#b- 
/£: 43your few moderate Laticudinarians 
+, Y3 are a0t above the third or fourth 
24. V2 1:0 Cariftiag world: It you deny 
| p” "ns, 
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this, your Impudent lying may cheat a wo- 
man that never read the ſtate of the world, 
but will ſhame you the more with learned 
men: And is not the Tradition, 1. Ot all 
che Chriſtian world for zoo. ycars before 
there was any General Council, 2. And of 
all the Chriſtian world fince ( even Greeks, 
Armenians, Syrians , Copties, Abaſlines , 
and all others ) more than the Fradition of 
a Pope and a few inflavel Prieſts « The 
Council of Trent had for a con(tderable 
time but 42. Biſhops , even 4 hen it ſet up 

your Tradition as a ſ{uppicment to Scripture. 
And is the Pope and thete 42. of equal hiito- 
rical credit to all the Chriſtian worid ? 

-3. Yea our Hiſtory takes in Hereticks, yea 
and T»fidels and Heather too {0 far as they 
have left us any Teſtimony of thele rhings. 
Even a Pliny, a Celjus, a Porphyry, a Julian, 
and any other the bittereſt Enemies : Becauſe 
we prove it Impoſſible that ſo many men of 
different Countries, and no converſe, and 
contrary minds and Intereſts, ſhould confede- 
rate Or agree to deceive the world, and be un- 
detected in ſuch a matter. And what is 
the Pope and 42. or two hundred Prelates 
( moſt of Zaly) to ſuch Hiſtorical Evidence 
as this * 

O that you cou'd lay by partiality and bale 
{cltiſh reſpe&ts but for one day or hour © 
_- F'3 _ What 


(70) 

What if the Queſtion among us were 
whether ever Paul was at Rome © Or Juftin 
wrote his Apologie 2 Or Origen was a pro- 
felled Chriſtian? Or Conſtantine the Great 
profeſſed Chriſtianity 2 Or whether the wri- 
tings of Juſtin, Teriullian, Cyprian, Au- 
guſtine, &c, bctrre or ſpurious, &*c. Whe- 
ther do you think that the Intrinſfick and 
Extrinſick. Evidence, with the Conſent of 
all the world that knew them , Chriſtians, 
Hereticks, Heathens, @c. be not a more 
ſatisfying Evidence of truth, than if a Pope 
of Rome and his Council ſhould ſay, fo and 
ſoit was,(as Liberius condemned Athanaſius.) 
without or againſt the reſt of the world 7 It 
the Queſtion were whether ever there was 
ſuch a man as Gregory the firſt or {eventh, 
or {ſuch a man as Luther, or as Charles the 
Great, or Car. 5. or King James in England, 
or {uch a thing as the French Maſſacre, ec. 
Is not the current uncontroled (elf-evidencing 
Hiſtory of theſe matters, more certain than 
if the Pope and Council of Trent only had 

cold us of them 2 
And we haveall your valid teſtimony in , 
with ours. As you are part of the witneſles 
that received the Scriptures, and as you have 
among you the Teachers and Profetlors of 
them, or have any other Evidence of their 
truth, beſides a pretended Power to Judge 
or 
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for all the norld, you are a part ( and buta 
part) of our Hiſtorical witneſs. And cag- 
not the Pope and his Council telt us as cre- 
dibly whether Homer , Virgil, Ovid. Cicero, 
 wercever inthe world, and their writings be 
- not ſpurious, as they are part of 8he worid 
that hath creaibly received 3t, as it they 
pretend a power 0 judee infabibly wherner 

it be fo ornot? 


XI. Iris an injury to Gad for fuch arrs- 
gant fellows ro pretend that ho Bach enraat- 
ed on them a power 0 da that, winch he 
cnableth men by Natural means t9 do asweli 
and better without chem. AS Lo preteng tat 
God hath givenrhem a judicial power, t& well 
13S whether the Statutes of England are irne 
or fpuriaus © W herher ever there were {uch 
Kings or Parliaments as made them 2 &c. 
Doth not the Certain Hiſtorical Tradition 
of the world tuffice for this without a fuper- 
natural power If you ſay that fori-con- 
cernments wuſt have more certainly th20 
bodily 8 1ankver, 1. The more umpudent are 
you that would give us leis. 2. The a2- 
ture of the watter atloweth ordinarily Bo 
more.. As jenſe told the jeers of Chnits and 
ne Apoſtles Miracles that they ſaw them , 
and the hearers and ceadrrs of the Goſpel thar 
Ucy beard and read it, foallthe difference 
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between their way of faith and ozrs is, that 
what they took by their own ſenſe Immedi- 
ately, that we take by a concatenation of 
ſucceſſrve ſenſes and Tradition hiſtorical by 
currant proof. 3. You your ſelves find you 
have no more certainty that the Scripture is 
not a forged writing.than you have that there 
was ſuch a man as King James in England, 
whatever you pretend: 4. Do you not know 
that you muſt reſolve even your pretended 
Authoritative Certainty into our Rational 
Hiſtorical Certainty. He that knoweth not 
chat ever there was a Pope, (e. g. Greg. 7. 
Innoc. 9g. Clem.8.) or that ever there was 
a Council ( e.g. of Trent, Lateran) know- 
eth not what they determined : But how 
know you what Popes and Councils you 
have had but by common Hiſtorical proof. 
Do you believe it only by the Judicial de- 
erces of later Popes and Councils © 


X IT. If the Pope and his Council know 
the Certainty of theſe things, it is either by 
Evidence and Hiſtory as all men may do, or 
by Inſpiration. If by Hiſtorical Evidence, 
It is extant before: It by Inſpiration, let 
them prove themſelves to be Prophets : Ei- 
ther by their Propheſyings , Miracles, or 
other Evidences, that may fatisfic a man 
that is not mad. 

X 111. 
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X I II. Alphonſas a Caſtro tells us, ſome 
Popes underſtood nor Grammar, and common 
hiſtory tells us what lads and ignorant fellows 
divers of them have been; And their own 
writers and General Councils tell us how 
horridly wicked many of them have been, 
(as Joh.22. Engenins and other damned as he- 
reticks by Councils: And Hozorixs the Mo- 
nothelite, ec. ) And is it probable thar 
God thould Tſpire to Infallibility, Hereticks, 
Ienorant fellows, debauched wicked men , 
and work a Afiracle to teach them to know 
chat Infallibly which they knew not ar 
all: When the Scripture and Nature tell us 
how he abhorreth ſuch men. 


XIV. They give us #0 Proof of their In- 
fallibility; Either from any promiſe of God 
antecedently, or ſubſequent effet : How 
then ſhall we be {ſure of it. 


X V. Itis impoſſible for us to know who 
is a true Pope: And is every 92an that will 
call himfelf Fope, or only the true ones poſleſt 
with this Infallibility 2 If all; then one of 
our Biſhops may have it when he will : If nor, 
no man can be {ure of Gods word for want of 
being ſure who is a true Pope? Read but 
what a plunge poor Mr. Johnſon,alias Terret, 

alias 
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elizs &c, is put to, as to the Queſtions abour 
what makes a Popc in lis an{iwers te me, and 
you Will fee how they are bewilared-: Their 
fourty years Schiſm, in whicl there were di- 
ves pretended Popes, and the uncertainty 
whois the true ſucceſſor to this day, efpect- 
ally fince Ergenias was depolcd as a Here- 
tick by a General Council, hath left this 
matter unrecoverably uncertain, If Electors. 
give the Eſflence, People, Pricits, Princes, 
Prelates, Cardinals, have been Electors by 
turns. I Conſecration beneceilary ; ic muſt 
beby an Inferiour, and no man knoweth by 
whom, and ſome have been Popes unconte- 
cated, and their power defended. If the 
Churches acceptance be neceſſary, no man 
knoweth in many ſchiſms which had che 
greater Party ; but certainly ncither had the 


Church. 


NXVL. Ic is impoſhble to know which 
have becntrze General Conncils : and there- 
tore impoſſtole to know wich of their De- 
crees are Gods ward, and the Churches faith. 
They are utterly diſagreed of this among 
themſelyes. Bef/armine and the Papalines 
tell us it is thoſe only that are approved by 
the Pope, ( anGdſoit allthe Chriſtian world 
hed no. more wit. than to ſend their Biſhops 
jrom all parts of che Earth. to fie as lang as 

the 
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the Council of Trent did ( divers Popes 
Reigns ) it is in the Popes power whether 
they thall be Approved Councils when all 1s 
done ). But how know we which are Appro- 
ved 2 Is it by the Decrce of other Conncils 2 
No: None hath ventured to determine it. 
It is therefore by Common Hiſtorical Evi- 
dence : And ſo your faith mult be thereinto 
relolved. And yet here Hiſtory faileth you. 
How many Councils are Controverted * Bel- 
larmine will partly tell you. Whac wanted 
Epheſ. 2 2 What wanted that at. Beſel 2 And 
many more ſuch, I have elſewhere debated. 


X V II. There never was a rcal General 
Council in the world ( un'efs you will call 
the twelve Apoſtles one. ) This is the great 
cheat of the Papiſts : which I wonder all men 
that ever read Hiftory co not ice as plainly, 
as any lie in Hiſtory can be ſeen, Was it 
not the Romane Emperours that called the 
Councils? Had they any power out of their 
 owndominions 2 Were not all the Patriarchs 
only in one Empire 7 Is their Juriſdiction 
mentioned in the Conczl, Nicer. any further 
extended ? Read in Binnjus Srrins Or any 
others, the ſubſcribed Names to all the 
Councils, and then peruſe the Maps and To- 
pography of the Roman Empire and the #01 -- 
ti as Epiſcopatuum ( even Aub. Myrans fn. 
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for a fcigner ) and you will ice that all the 
Councils were made up of the ſubjects of the 
Empire alone, or ſuch as had been thereto 
accuſtomed while they were their ſubjects , 
(and bur few of them,) unleſs lome odd 
Biſhop that no man knows what he was : 
Indeed when Scythza and Perſia wanted help, 
they placed a Biſhop in an Imperial City 
neer Scythia (as Tomis ) and Perſia, and 
=_- him leave to help the Country as far as 
| hecould, and called him Biſhop of Scythia 
or Perſia. 
 Butwhar is this ro a true Genera] Coun- 
cil repreſenting all the Churches in the 
world ( onthe terms as Dr. Holdez honeltly 
requireth.)If you have a mind to laugh at the 
mans Ignorance in Coſmographie you may 
read Mr. Johnſon, alias Terrets Reply rome 
(which Iam not ſo idle yer as to anſwer, ) 
confuting me by inſtances out of Thracia 
and ſuch like. But the thing is moſt Evi- 
dent in Hiſtory that as the $cors call the 
meeting of their Miniſters a General Aſſem- 
bly, meaning of that Kingdom, and not of 
all the world, ſo the Councils in the Empire 
were called Gezeral, only as to that Empire 
and not to all the world: which I am r2ady 
to make good,.to any man that can underſtand 
Hiſtory. The Pope was by one Prince made 
the chick Patriarch of that Imperial Church 

as 
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a5 the Kings of Exeland preferred the Arch- 
Biſhop of Canterbury; And four others they 
joined with him , of which one claimed 
Primacy when the Imperial feat was remo- 
ved thither ( never dreaming of a Divine 
right ; elſe he could never have laid that 
claim;) And the Councils were only as our 
Convocations, and ſeldom extended to half 
the Empire, And little did thofe Empe- 
rours think, that thence thcir ſubje& Popes 
and Councils would claim Supremacy at the 
Antipodes, and turn the- orbzs Romans to 
Orbis Kerrarnm. 


XVIII. There never wz/ be, nor ml 
be, nor can bea true General Conncil in the 
world. 1 have fully proved it inthe ſecond 


part of my Key for Catholicks; Readit there 
or Choole. 


XIX, Your Popcs and Councils have 
made no determination at all of many of rhe 
matters in your Queſtion. W here have they 
determined , which are the true Copies of 
the Hebrew and Greek Text 2 Do you 
call us for our only Certainty to a Deter- 
mination that was never made to this day !} 
O tor Mocety and Conſcience! Where 
have rey fined which are the right 

_ G ; . | - | & H 
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necd Lucas Brugenſis, Alba, and fo many 
others ſearch after this with ſo much induſtry 
if the Pope have determined it « Where 
have they determined which are the only 
Currant or true Tranſlations (however they 
have extolled the Yulgar Latine.) Is Mon- 
tanus and other ſuch Condemned 2 Where 
are all the Tranſlators differences reconci'ed 
by the deciſion of Pope or Council? When 
did they dctermine the Controverſies of 
Commentacors of the fence of a thouſand 
Texts of Scripture. 

I muſt confeſs chat a juſt indignation ari- 


ſcth in me at the reading of ſuch ſoul-cheating | 


ſnares ; where men have the Impudence to 
perſwade us that we can be ſure of none of 
our faith, unleſs we be ſure of Copies, 
Tranſlations, &c. by that Authority that 
never durft nor did determine of rhe many 
remaining Controverſies thercabout © And 
where hath the Pope or Council given us a 
Grammar or Lexicon to know the true ſen!e 
of words by, for the future * Fathers differ : 
Papilts difter, the world is diſagreed of the 
ſente of words and many Texts : The Pope 
hath an infallible skill, and power with his 


Council to decide al', and will not : Was 


there ever a crucller wickeder wight in fleſh? 
To ſceall this difference and darkneſs , and 
not vouchſafe to ſpeak a few words , or 

wWritc 
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write one Infallible Commentary to end 
them? Juſt as if rhe plague or teaver were 
common, and one Phyſicion would fay, all 
men thall dic that will not believe that I 
can cure all men; when in the mean time he 
wil not cure thole that do believe it ? 

What is it that your Pope and Councils 
are to determine? Is it the great Eſtentials 
of Religion « We thank them for nor- 
thing : Cannot we know that there is a 
God, anda Chriſt, rill the Pope judge it 2 
Have we not the Sacramental Covenant of 
Grace, the Creed, Lords Prayer and Deca- 
logue ſurely delivered before any Pope or 
Council judged of them ? Or is it ofthe hard 
coutroverted points : Do ztthen, and let us 
Hee that you can do zt. 


X X. Hath the Pope power to judge 77 
utramque partem , ciiher way , or only one 
way? May hejudge that thereis a God or 
no God, a Chriſt or no Chriſt, a Hcaven 
orno Heaven, a Scripture or none, at his 
pleaſure 7 If ſo, muſt we believe him if he 
be for the Negative © Take you that Certain- 
ty : we will havenone of it : Oris he only 
to Judge truly, and then only to be believed 7 
( that there 1s a God, a Chriſt, a Scripture, 
ec.) So may and muſt every Teacher, yea 
and every Chriſtian Judge. - If you ſay thac 

he 
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he cannot go beſides the truth,General Coun. 
cils and Pope Adrian himſelf {aid otherwiſe, 


X X I. The Pope and his Council differ | 


from the Council of Laodzcea and the ancient 
Church, upon this very Queſtion, What is the 
word of God, even of the Canon of the Scrj- 
ptzre: For full proof whereof I refcr you to 
Biſhop Conſens Book , which bringeth ful! 
teſtimony from antiquity. 


X-X II. The uſe of Authority is not 60 


diſcloſe all Veritzes, but to Govern Societies in | 


-the management of them; It the King of 
Rome could prove himſelf King of all the 
world, that would but enable him to Goverr 


the world : When one man that is at his foot- 


ſtool that is more Wiſe and Learned, may 
know better than he and his Council too, 
what's true or falle. 


X XIII, Yourvery foundation is a Con- 
cradictionin its ſelf. What do you make a 
Pope to be but the Yzcar of Chriſt 8 And 
(mark Reader) can any man be ſure that he 
{peaks true as Pope or Chriſts Vicar, that nc- 
ver knew that he was Pope or Chrifts Vicar ? 
Or can any man believe that Chriſt hath an 
Tnfallible Vicar before he believe in Chriſt 
himfeif,, and that he is Infallible 2 It's a con- 

[T rradiction 
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rradiction to believe the Pope as his Y2c.zy Or 
Pope, before we believe Citrift, It you beiieve 
thatche Pope hath Power or Infallibility , 
you muſt believe that Chrift gave zt him. And 
if you bclieve that ke gave 7 him, it muſt be 
by ſome Kevrlition that he gave it, and that 
you mult belicye it. And can you believe 
that Revelgiion that wace him Pope or Infal- 
lible, before you believe any Revelation 2 


XX 1 V. The ſame contradiction there is 
in believing a Council or the Church, before 
you believe Divine Revelation £ For you can- 
not know till you believe Divine Revelation, 
that Councilor Church have any ſuch being 
or power, 


XX V. Either the Pope and Council 
themſelves: know the true Copics, Readings 
ana Tranſlations f:om the Anthority of former 
Councils, or by their own £ or by the Evidence 
of the thing : and Common Hiſtory: or by In- 


ſpiration or Swpcrnatural Revelation - If all 


the rabble of wicked Popes and Prelates 
pretend to Rule the Church and our faith by 
Inſpiration, they are crackt-braind fanaticks : 
Sure they were no Prophets before they were 
Popes or Councillers, Burt if it be by their 
own Authority, who will take a ſelf-made 
taich, of men that Believe only becauſe they 
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Bclieve : And muſt have all others believe on- 
ly becauic they believed before them 2 Then 
it is themſelves and not Chriſt that they be- 
lieve. If it be, former Popes and Counct's 
that they believe, tellus whom and why the 
firſi believed 5 Mark, that you cannot arti.e to 
St.Peter:For the various Copics and Trantla- 
tions Which we arc in queſtion of, were all 
made lince St. Peters daies. 


X XVI. When in a Council the major 
part carry i: by vote ( perhaps by one or 2 
few) How ſhall we be ſure that all the minor 
part were deceived © 


X X V II. How ſhall all thoſe 4baſſeres, 
Armenians, Indians in New-England or others 
that know not that ever there was a Pope or 
General Council, in the world, become Chrti- 
itians * Or are you ſure they are none © 


XXVIII. We ſeeby experience in tlie 
foreia1d Nations, and feel in our ſelves, that 
men may have a certain faith without recei- 
ving it from the Pope. Can you make me 
know that I do not believe, when I know that 
Ido? And can you prove that only the third 
part of Chriſtians in the world are true Chri- 
{t1ans, and have Certain faith, becauſe all the 
ret reccive it not from the Pope 2 and why 
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may not the major part of the Church be ſure 
_ as well as he © 


X X I X. Hath the Church a twofold 
foundation for faith 2 If the Pope and Coun- 
cil believe Gods word to be ins word Oit one 
Ground.and all other men on another g.:: und, 
(that is, becaufe they ſay z2,) then we hav two 
faiths and two Churches On two junns:s' '275, 
Bur it otherwiſe, then Pote and Counc. © do 
as we mult do (by their doctrine; ) evi Hbe- 
licve it, becauſe they {ay it tnemiclyes 


X X %, The Councils Decrees of Faich 
arc {0 of Ap that not one Pricft of four 
ty knoweth them ail; and not one lay man A 
any thouſand : T he very Dull therefore of 
your taich, muſt make it more uncertain than 


OUrSIs : And Who can tell whether he have it 
11] > 


X X XI. The words of your Councils are 
as ob{cure as Sctipturc words ; and arc con- 
rroverted by rw: Dodtors : And how Can it 
be otherwite when humane [anguageis foam- 
biguous, in ſuch huge Volumes: 2 How then 
hall the ſcenic of your Councils themfclves 
be certainly known 2? 


X X XII, Councils a-- raccly extant:God 
; 2 ov 
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only know<th whether cover there will be ano- 
thor, (evena pretended one :) And muſt we 
have no jJuoge in the mean time to g1Ve us a 
Certainty 0i the meaning of the very torego- 
ins Councils themſelves? Moſt confcis that 
the Pope him{clf mar err 2 


NKXXUIIL. It is but few perſons 1n the 
world that ever ſaw and conſulted with 2 
 Popcanda 1 Genera! Council 2 How then ſhail 
wc be all fure, what they ſaid or determined ? 
How know we whether the Records of them 
be trucſt in Crab, in Szrizs, in Nicolings, in 
. Bienius Or in none of them * What was Ca- 
r47% 985 Siaul that he is blamed for 7 Which 
of the vari-us EY, at Canons are truc 
WhRIcharc given: oft by tic ame Author 7 
Who kno veth what aſtero Us ons the Index 
expurgetor its (notinfailibic 3 maketh in the 
books © Have we no more or other Certainty 
of our Crced t than of all thcle Councils, fo 
id l > 
variouily and coubtfuily delivered : 


XY 8 IV. Sccains that cach lay man thar 
never {aw Pore or C ounculs. CASO them 
only by > V believing the Priefi tut telleth hum, 
This the Church zairh, 1s hot 7 Prieſt Infalli- 
ble £ £an no man be be Crt cr of the Creed 
FR. 8 1} *3 SY © ” a5 94 Þ a (4 Ic1 DS > | Hh c 
CHILE ON Lili w —aphl 's £ 15NO0UTNetalnh oO 
aumvital your vilgar Papilts, rcfolved into 
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the Prieſts affirmation 2 And fo is it not a hu- 
mane faith? And how ignorant and wicked 
is many a Prieſt ? Is our faith uncertain DC- 
cauic we take it not on ſuch a mans credit % » 


XXXV. It you ſay that an Implicite 
faith that all is true and of God which the 
Pope and Conncil ſaith is ſo, Vil dave men 
x. How dothe people know v. bether the Pope 
and Council determine any thing dt all but 
on the Prieſts credit 2 2. Thenall Infidels may 
be ſaved without belicving that there is a S4- 
viour or ſalvation, ſo thcy do but believe in 
rhe Pope and Council. 3. Then believing 1n 
the Pope and Council is made far more necet- 
ſary than believing in Chriſt. 4, Why willnoe 


- 


an implicitc bchict in Chriſt go as far as yours? 


XXX VI. By your way we can zever be 
Certain when we have a/ the Chriſtian faith - 
For more Councils may ſtil make z2ore de- 
crees as hitherto they have done, and who 
knows when they will have done 7 And fa 
you wake a Chriſtian quite another thing, 
taan he was in the primitive Church , And 
you cruelly make ir far harder to be ſaved: 
whenas then, a man might be ſaved that be- 
licved the Covenant and Creed, and forcſaid 
Catechiſm, and now he muſt alſo believe ſo 
many Canons, as that the Councils contain- 

| ing 
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ing then inthe laft Edition, excced the pur- 
ſc of a poor Miniſter to buy them ; and the 
time and brains of moſt roread them. 


XXXVILI. Ton confeſs all our faith and 
Relivion to be true ( asfar as I can learn ) but 
we deny all your additions: Both parties there- 
fore being agreed of the tr#th of ours, it's like 
toberthe ſarer. Our Religion in the Eflen- 
nials, is nothing but the Sacramental Cove- 
art, the Creed, Lords Prayer and Decalogue 
with the Law of Nature, And in the Integrals, 
it 15 nothing but the Scriptures which we re- 
ccive as Canonical : And all this you com- 
monly confels to be true: And I told you be- 
forc how Be/larmine., Coſterus and others con- 
fels leſs to be ſufficient to Salvation (as com- 
monly neceſſary. ) But your additions we rc- 
ject as uncertain or falie. 


XXXVIII. We ſeeyou to bea Car- 
nal Kinodom (et up againſt Chriſts expre.s 
determination, Lrk. 22.26. I.Pet.5.3. As 
the Gcographia Nubienſis faich ( 1» QUrbe 
Roma, &C. In jhe City of Rome are the ſeats 
of a King called the Pope: Nor is there any 
ſupertority in dignity above the Pope, and 
Kings are lower (or inferior) than he, ) We 
ſec that you have compaginated your policie 
all for thele carnal Erds ;,, and that ergnity, 

an 
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and dominion, and riches, and worldlineſs is 

promoted by your jaith: An1thar your Reli- 

GON 15 p:opagated and upheld by moſt inhu- 
mane cruelties and bioodſhed , and they muſt 

be burned that iecm not to believe as you do: 

And will itnotraiſe {u{picions1n us of the ft- 

deity of ſuch mcn , when they wake their 
own faith, and tell us that we Lave no certain- 
ty of ours but by thcir cetermination : VV hen 
alſo we fee the wickedneſs of mens lives 
among you, in common Fornication and other 
hcinous fin , when the certaineſt faith, will 
have the bolzeft life, when it is Subjectively 
as well as Objectivcly certain. 


XXXIX. You deſtroy or greatly diſcre- 
dit the Grand Evidence of the Chriſtian 
taith , even Miracles: How then can your 
faith be the moſt Certains For when you pre- 
tend that Miracles areas common through all 
the worid as Prieſts Maſtes arc (in turning 
bread into no bread as aforcfaid) and yet no 
man ſecth any proof of one ſuch Miracle.,when 
really it is no leſs than Chriſts ReſurreFion 
which you pretend to be ſo common before al! 
the Churches; what is this bur torempt men 
to take all the Scripture and Apoſtolical Mi- 


racles to be no ſurer 2 And then where is our 
tans 
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> © Laſtly, I cnd where Ialmoſt began ; 
If our ſenſes be true, the Pope and his Coun- 


cil are falſe, and therefore our faith not to be 


received only nor chiefly on their truſt, For 
their faith reacheth us, of to believe Gods 
moſt Natural Revelations, to the ſound ſenſes 
and IntelleQ1:e pcrception of all men in the 
world, asT have thewed about the Bread and 
Winein the Sacrament : And when a Con- 
troverſie it brought to ſenſe it (elf we can 
bring itno lower : And when we mutt either 
delicye Jour faith and its foundation fall, 
or believe Gods moſt Natural Evident Reve- 
lation falſe, and all mens Senſes and Intel 
leroe perception falſe, we arc not able, I ſay 
ot able, tobe of your faith. 

And now judee whoſe faith is more Cer- 
tain the Proteſtants or the Papiſts 7 And iv * 
ther you do well ſo zcalouſly and bully ; t 
make uſe of ſuch ſexl-traps and fool-traps, a5 
the paper is which I have an{werea, 
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Hereas I have hcre and more 
fully in my [ ore Reaſons 
for the Chriſtian Religion ] a\- 
{erted a Certainty in ſome Mo- 

rals, it wil give {ore light into the matrer if 

I eve you 0cham's Cccuicn of rhe Certain- 

ty of Aoral Science init {clt; which becaute 

it is ſhort I will cranflate. @rodlib. 1. 2.9.14. 

[9eft, © Whether there can be a Demon- 

« ſtrative knowledge of Morals : 

Reſp. « It ſeemerh not : Becauſe there can 

« be no demonſtrative knowledge of thoſe 

< things that are ſubject tothe will : But ſuck 

«< are Morals : ergo, &c. 


< Bur contrarily, Morals are a Science. 

<« Inthis Queſtion, 1. 1 will expound one 
« Term of the Queſtion; 2. Iwill give you 
*< one diſtinftion : 3. And then antwer the 
** Queſtion, 
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« 1, As tothe firſt T ſay that 2407al is ſome- 
«<rimetaken largely, for humane Acts which 
« are under the will abſolutely : YOme- 
«time more ſtrictly, for Acts ſubject to the 
< Power of the will, according to the natu- | 
«ral dictate of Reaſon, and according to 
« other circumſtances, 

«23, Astothe ſecond you mult know that 
«© Moral Doctrine hath many parts : of 
« which onc is Poſttizve, another iS Not-poſ- 
« tive. Moral Science Poſitive, is that which 
« containeth humane Laws, and Divine, 
« which oblige us to follow or avoid things, 
< which are neither ood nor evil, nor be- 
« cauſeprohibired ard commanoed by 2 iupe- 
«<riour to whom it beloneetit to give Lans, 
«But Moral Science not poſitive is that 
* which without anv command of a Superi- 
«girecteth humane ations : as Principles 
« known by themſeclycs, or known by expe- 
«ricnce, 1{o dire&t ; As that all chat is honett 
« is to be done, and alt that is dithoneſt is to 
«be avoided; and ſuch like of which Ar:jto- 
*<#leſpeaketh in his Moral Philoſophie. 

*< 3. AStothe third I ſay, That Moral Po- 
«<fitive Sczemce , ſuch as the Science of 
* Lawyers is, isnot Demonſtrative, though 
**in many things it be regulated by that 
« waich is demonſtrative. Becaule the rea- 
* tons of Lawyers are founded on humane 

« Poſitive 
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« Poſitive Laws, which receive not propoſiti- 
« ons evidently known, But Moral Science 
* not poſitive 1S Demonſirative; I prove it : 
« Becauſe all knowledge deducing concluf1- 
« ons Syllogiſtically, from Principles known 
«by themlelves, or by experience of him 
«chat knoweth, is demonſtrative : Bur ſuch 
* 1s Moral Doctrinc : ergo, &Cc. 

*< The Major is known : The Minor is 
< proved, Becauſe in Moral Philoſophie there 
<aremany Principles known by themlelves z 
* As that the will is to conform ir {elf to right 
<reaton; that all evil #« #0 be avoided, and 
*{uch like. Inlike manner, many Princi- 
© plesare known by Experiezce ; as is evicent 
*ro him that fel/oweth experience, And I 
<« further ſay, that This is more Cettain than 
* many other things, in as much as every 
« man may have more Experience 01 his own 
« acts, than of other things : From whence 
«it is plain that this is a Sczerce, very Swub- 
« tile, Profitable and Evident. 

_ © Tothe Argument for the Contrary I fay, 
*< That of things ſubje to the wil, may be 
© formed Propoſitions, true and known by 
«themſelves, which can demonſtrate many 
<* Concluſions, 7 
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How much the wiſeſt F apiſts are for OUr way 
of Rejo/ving faith, bejore Luthcrs time by 
cortroverſte perverted them. 


T was ordinary, till L#thers diſputing con- 
vinced them that the Scriptrres would not 
ſerve thcir turn, for the witeſt Papiſts, 1. To 
make Scriprure the perfc&t Rule of faith, 
without the ſupplement of Tradition to add 
more; 2. And to give {uch Realons for their 
Faith aS wc now do for ours. 


T. I muſt not be tedious in citing many, 
I. Aquinas Cont. Cent.Cap. 9. fol. 3. 1aith 
[ Bat the ſingular munner of convincing an 
adverſary of this truth, is by the Anthority of 
the Scripture confirmed of God by miracles. | 
L And Summ. 1.9.1. 4.8.ad ſjecundun, he 
| faith that [Sacred Dofſrine uſeth the authori- 
iy of the Canonical Scripture arguing proper- 
ly and ſrom neceſſity - but the authorities of 
other DoGors of the Church as arguing from 
zts ow", tit Probably. For our faith reſteth 
on the Revelation madeto the apoſtles and 
Prophets who wrote the Canonical Books ; 
but not 0n the Revelation made to other ; 
DcOdors, 
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Do@Fors if there were any ſach. IWhence 
Ayouſt. to Hicr. 1 bave lea 1:1 to give this 
honour only 1o the Teoks of Scripture called 
Carncnical, as that 1 firmiy beheve that 110 
zuthor of them did at all err in writing 
thew. But others I read ſo as that how ex- 
ccl/ent ſoever they were in Learnirg and Ho- 
lines, Itakeit not to be therefore true becauſe 
they ſo though! or wrete. } 

Durand ys in his Preface hath little clic but 
of the Scripture cxcellency in Dignity,Good- 
neſs, Certainty and Profundiry : And from 
Hier. ad Paulin. faith | Let ws learn that on 
Furth , the hrowledge of which will centinue 
with 1 in lleaten. But this 15 only in ihe 
Holy Scripture ——=» 3. The Holy Scripture 
exceedeth all in C ertainty of Tri:t He 
muſt ſpeak of the myſtery of Chriſt anduni- 
werſally of thoſe things which meerly concern 
ſaith, comformably to what the Holy Scriptare 
delwwereth. As Chriſt Joh. 5. Search the 
Scripture, &c. If any man objirve not this, 
&C, —— The Meaſure is, not to exceed the 
Meaſure of Faith which Meaſure con- 
fifteth in two things, that is, that we take not 
That from faith, which belongs to faith, nor 
attribute that to faith which is not of faith. 
For both waies is the Meaſure of faith exceed- 
ed, and men deviate from the ccntinence o 
the Holy Seripture, which expre [ſeth the Mea- 
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ſure of faith: And this Meaſure God afſiſt- 
ing, we will hold, that we may write or teach 
20thing diſſonant from the Holy Scripture, 
But if by ignorance or i: 1tuertenciewe ſhould 
write any thing , let it be iplo facto eſteemed 
as not written. An1lſo on. 

And Prolog. q.1. his de:cription of Theo- 
logie is, I. For 4 habit by which we only op” 
principally aſſent to theſe things, that are de- 
livered in Scripture, and as they are there de- 
livered. And ſo Theologie differs not ſrom 
faith. The yeaſon of which is becauſe the 
things that are delivered in the Scripture, are 
ſo only held by Divine Authority. 

Scots Prolog. ©. 2. doth conclude p. 7, 
that the Doctrine of the Canonical Scripture 
is ſufficient to the attainment of our end: 
And that the Holy Scripture containeth ſuffi 
ciently the DofFrine neceſſary to a Viator ( a 
man z# this life.) 


LT. And to prove this Scripture to be true 
he giveth us thele ten proofs ; (which I muſt 
not repeat at large ) 1. Fromthe predictions 
of Scripture which God only could do. 
2. From their notable concord, 3. He pro- 
veth that thcir own Doctrine againſt Lying 
and ſuch like prove that the writers lied nor. 
4- From the great diligence and concord of 
the Receivers. 5. From the RatSnability 
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of the Contents. 6. From the vnreaſona- 
Wenchs of all other waies. 7. From the ſta- 
bility of the Church. $. From the Mira- 
cles, which God would nevcr afhx to a lie, 
which he largcly urgeth. 9.From the teitimo- 
ny of alicns and adverſaries. * That 
God would not give up thoie to 2 © 759 77 
ſeck him with all their hearts as i. Bis 
ſtians do. 
Abundance of their Authors more I could 
cicce, who thus argue for the truth of Scri- 
pture, and not from an Authoritative deciit- 
on of a Pope o: Council only. And waar 
in tis thcy give to them at other times, corh 
bur ſaw that their foundation was fo much 
v-calicr than ours, 
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CHAP. FEE 


That where the Learned Papiſis differ from us, 
they arc ſo far ſrom building on a Certainer 
foundation that, ſo far thry are forced to 
deny all Certainty of faith, , 


O prove this it may ſuffice to mind the 
| Learned Reader how even the mot 
judicions (as Greg. Armin, Prolog. Ejiius 
and commonly moſt Schoolmen, deny a pro- 
per Certainty of Evidence to faith : Not on- 
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ly tha. tt. Object is nov Eviient to ſenſe, 
which ajl con{cts.butthat thc wuvth of the con- 
claſton is not De;ron{trab!.. :::d that Faith is a 
pious act of the Elc&ion f mc will, which 
WCcre not mcritorious, it it had rational de- 
monftration or cvidence., An that it is but 
opinion vi hicn is reſolved into humane Au- 
thority : and yet that they bclieve the Scri- 
pturc to be Gods word, and this or that tobe 
the {en'e meerly, becauſe the Church hold- 
cth it. T cannot ſtzy to cite many. Plain Da- 
randy (hall beinſtcad of all: Who Prolog. 
2.1, laithp. 6.c.1. Faith which reſtetÞ on 
kumane fnthority differeiÞ net from opinion: 
becanſe the place from tumare authority 3s t0- 
pical, ard an argument therce taken is toe 
weakeſt : Aud therefore the jaith which 
r-ſreth on that authority is the weakeſt 
opirion, Put pag. 9. of the faith which 
Keith on GoJs authority, he grantcth us . 
that it way ſtand with Scicnce of many of 
the fame things, and that Divine authority 
and demonftrative reaſon may concur to caule 
the tame aljent, But p. 10. he Ciftentcth 
irom them that hold that Gods atteſtetions 
were fach 9 thoſe that fare Chriſts Miracles 
ard Rijurrection, &c. as certainly proved 


He truth of hz Godhead, and fo of his word 


( which is Aquinas his honeſt Doctrine 3. 9. 


_ 43. 4d,.;. againſt which Darandus writcth 


this. ) 
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this.) And becauleit is us «5 well as Aquings 
that he oppoteth I will briefly confure his 


— 


1CalOns. 

The firſt is, Beczuſe Demonſtration neceſ- 
ſnateth the underſtanding to believe : But 
any that ſaw Tazarus razed, &c. believed 
1:0t Chriſt to be God, &c. Therefore Miracles 
were not a ſufficient demonſtration. 

Anſw. Not ſufficient to al/ things , but 
ſufficient to do their own part. Bythis you 
would prove that there is no demonſtration of 
any thing almoſt in the world; For there is 
almo{t nothing which convinceth allmen. 1 
diſtinzuith therefore of a diſpoſed and an 72- 
diſpiſed underſtanding. And as to the later 
I deny the major. Demonſtrations conſtrein 
not millions of uncaſpoted Intelicats. Recips- 
tur ad modum recipientis. What necd any 


other proof than your oft mentioned denial 


of Bread inthe Euchariſt 2 Becauſe millions 
deny the perception of all mens Senſes and 
Intellects thercby, arc not things ſenſible de- 
monſtrable or evicent 2 Can you hop: to 
bring more cogcnt proof, And yet this is re- 
jected : Ando were Chriſts miracles. 

The ſecond is Gregory, Faith hath no"me- 
rit, where humane reaſon hath experience, 
and there is Science. 

finſw. A falſhood as cafily denied as aſ- 
tcrted without proof: If by Merit you mean 

Re- 
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Rewarcableneſs, For it is only Natural in- 
voluntary neciſſity Which evacuateth moral 
Good or Evil, The will may tſhew its wir- 
txe Or vice in receving or rejecting Objective 
aſcertaining Evidence. 

The third is that it was #0t known of it 
felf that this miracle atteſted the truth of what 
Chrift ſaid. But whether per ſe or by conſe- 
querice, tis a molt evident certainty, that a 
man, yea abundance of men that aflert ſuch 
a point of unſpeakable conſequence to the 
world, doing abundance of opcn notorious 
miracles as profcſied witneſſes or p:oots of 
their Doctrine , could not do this but by 
Gods extraordinaty providence, And that 
if this bc not to be taken for a Divine Teſti- 
mony, we know of none that mortals 
are capab!c of, nor a poilibility of the worlds 
eſcaping the deceit, as cauſed unreliſtibly by 
God. His Anſwers to this are not worthy 
the repeating. 

The fame Anthor, [z. 3.d. 23.4 7. En- 
quiring of the Certainty of faith, whether ir 
be certainer than Scicnce, brings in the ſeve- 
ral anfwers of others: 1. Thar there is a 
Certainty of Evidence ( and this Science 
harh,) and a Certainty of 4dheſron, (and this 
Faith hath. ) But this he reje&eth, and ſhew- 
th (truly) that Adbeſron 1s not properly 
Certainty, and alio that the fulleſt Evidence 
cau oth the ciofeſt Adheſion, ; 
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2, That F@&th hath moſt Certairty 7n ſe, ir 
the thine, and Scrence moſt C ertainly quoad 
205, 45tO Us. Bur the vanity of this he truly 
ſhewerh : For to be Certain in it ſelf and not 
rous, is but tobe Tr#e : Andall things Trxe 
are equally True : Butno rrath is Certain to 
us or Credjble, without revelation to us. And 
as he ſaith ( The Certainty of AF or habit 
w not from the Certainty of the obje@ in it 

ſelf.but from the mode which the habit putteth 
as tothe perſon, and the aft : No way there- 
fore ( faith he ) 72s the aff or habit called 
| Certain, wnleſiit be certain as to ut. 

Therefore he is forced to conclude that ma- 
ny habits and acts of Science are Cerfainer to 
us than faith and its ad, and that both ex- 
genſtucly, Science havirve both certainty of 
Fuidence and Adheſion ( if that be Certain- 
ty,) And intenfively; for Science hath no 
doubt permixt as faith of t hath. 

And he is forced to conclude his faith into 
the further uncertainty following. 


CHAP. 


CRAP. IV. 


That the moft Learned Deollors of the Church 
of Rome reſolve rhe;r fit) (in earneſt 
or jeaſt ) ito ſuch an Inſpiration of the 
Pope and Prelates in Council, as the AP0- 
files had, and ſo are meer Fanaticks : And 
11s apair:ſt notorious ſenſe and experience. 


He laid Darandas ſaith ib. 11. 3.d. 23, 

P. 573. | Nothing is more certain 
than expcricnce, to which the reſolution of 
other things is made, that we miy have the 
faller certainty. | Þut experience telleth us 
that there is Bread aſter conſccration : And 
that he took the be/zcf of bamane authority, 
for the weakeſt opinion Tlold you before. 
AnJ v. 12. he faith [| How are we ſure that 
God ſaith what we believe ® Non nift quia 
fic tenet Eccleſta £ Only becauſe the Church 
fo holdeth? ] Which he brings to prove that 
Divine Aathority is not lureit to 1s. 

And Ocham Duodl.5.gq.3 i. foanſwereth 
the queſtion, Whether the juoſtanceof Bread 
remiin afier conſceraiion, 451 verily believe 
he cid bur Ironically jear them , anJ ſhew 
that ke Gueſt nor +peak his chougnts, 


Mcn- 
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Mecntioning three opinions : The firſt, that 
the ſubſrance of Lread which IK 45 there be- 
ore, 7s after the body of Chriſt, (I think he 
meancth Duyrandus opinion condemned by 
Bellarmine, &c.) he:cjetteth. The ſecond 
faich he (that the ſubſtance of bread and 
wine ceaſe to be, and the accidents only re- 
main, ind under ther Chriſis body begins to 

be is the common opinion of als Divines, 
which 1 Fold Fu the determin i!inf of the 
Church, and nct for anyother re:(ow. The 
third \ that there remaireth the (ubſt ace of 
bread ana wine with Chriſts body) wou'd be 
ARS | reaſor ae, f 198 Churches determind- 
tion were not contrary : for that opinion ſol- 
veth and avoideth all the difjuulties wiich 
ariſe from ſeperating the accidents from the 
{ubject. And ihe contrary to it is not had 
out of the Canon of the Bible , nor doth it 
include any contradicion for Chriſis body 
fo conſiſt with the ſubſtance of bread any 
more than ith the accidents = And after 
more, anſwering the argumcrt of Mais-mi- 
racles by every Prieſt he ſaith © Sorretime 
about ſome thirgs there muſt more Miracles be 
put, though it might be done by fewer , and © 
that becauſe it pleaſeth God; And the Church. 
knoweth this. by ſore Revelation that ſo *# 
#, and therefore the Church bath (o deier- 
mired. | 
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mined. ] Either he jearcth them, or elſe he 
profeſleth that their faich even of daily mi- 
racles, againſt common ſenſe is reſolved into 
a Revelation which the Church hath of that 
which is not in the Bible, which muſt be 
Prophetically. 
The like you have in Palaudanus., Duran- 
dus, ( ſave that he lcaveth them as aforelaid) 
Scotus, &c. I will cnd with learned Rada, 
who 7ol. 4. Centr. 7.4, 1. Page. 164, 165. 
having ſhewed that This is my Body will not 
in its own proper ſcnſe infer what Aquinas 
and others cather, {faith [ Tet indeed now (WC 
mult not take that ſenſe ) but as the Church 
$aught by the Holy Ghoſt underſtandeth thoſe 
words. For the Scriptures are expounded by 
that ſpirit which they were made by: And ſo 
zt muſt be ſuppoſed that the Catholick Church 
by that ſpirit which delivered us the faith, 
even taught by the Holy Ghoſt, ſo expouna- 
ed, and exploded the firſt ſenſe, and choſe 
this, being that other was not true, as io the 
remaining of the ſubſtance of bread after 
conſecration. But this ſenſe he choſe which 
zs ire , and jo delivercd by our Lord him- 
ſelf, asit is ſolemnly declared C. firmiter, &c. 
And he concludeth that [ This is my 
body ] is notcnough to convince a Heretick ; 
put [45 wrderſiood by the Church by that 


ſpirit. 
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ſpirit by which they were given and delive- 


red, they exclude the ſubſtance of bread]. 

O all men of common ſenle and reaton in 
the world ; we appeal to your humanity in 
the Controverſie between the Papiſts and us. 
While they aſlert a Miracle by every Prieſt 
cvery day that he maſleth in all the world, 
and deny the truth of Gocs primary natural 
Revelation to all mens common ſenſes, they 
reſolve their faith of rhe Certainty of all 
chis, not into the Scripture, but into ſuch an 
Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt as the Scri- 
ptures themiclves were written by : The 
Scripture muſt not be our proof of this Infpi- 
ration, but muſt bc proved by it. We muſt 
believe that thus every wicked Pope and the 
Prelates of the major vote in his packt 
Councils have this Infviration 2 When they 
do no Miracles, they live fo much worſe 
than other Miniſters of Chriſt, that the Re- 
forming of them hach long been the vain 
with and attempt of the Chriſtian world ; 
They murder the {ervants of Jeſus in their 
Inquititions, and yet we mult lay all our faith 


and ſalvation on it, that they have all a Pro- 
phetical ſpirit. 


Well; J1f 7t be proved Ceri:i::!; to the 
world, that the Pope ard his Church are all 
Prophets, or Inſpired by the Holy Ghoſe as 

the 
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the Apoſtles were, then I declare that the 
| Papiſts are in the right : If not, I will be 
' 210 willing SubjeF of the KING of Rome, 
while he1to abuleth the Word, the Church, 
the Honour, of the Churches King. | 
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